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CBA

Dear Editor,
I am the pastor of a Roman Catholic Church in North Bergen,

N. J., and also a long-time subscriber to your publication.
I have never done this before, but I feel compelled to respond

to a letter that you published in your October, 2008 issue. It was
titled “Unseemly Levity”, written by Earle Zimmerman of
Lebanon, Penn., and criticized some of the “Bulletin Bloopers”
published in the August issue.

One of the reasons I subscribed to your publication was the fre-
quent humorous stories and jokes that you published. I would
often share them in our parish bulletin and my congregation
loved them and looked forward to them. Many asked for extra
copies so that they could send them to family and friends outside
of our Parish.

“Bulletin Bloopers” made me laugh, because it was so true to
life.

God Himself gave us humor and laughter as a gift to the human
family. Even recent medical studies have shown that laughter
extends the years of our lives.

I have noticed that for over a good number of months, Pulpit
Helps has significantly removed your previous jokes and stories.
To me, this is very sad! Please consider revising your policy and
return to the “good old days”!

I realize this puts you into a ‘bind’. You see, unless you include
these humorous materials, I will be forced to cancel my subscrip-
tion to a publication that I was once very proud of!

Sincerely,
Rev. Anthony Robak, pastor

Editor’s Response: We share your belief that healthy humor is
an enriching part of Church life, and while it is not a primary
goal of our publication, we print cartoons and humorous anec-
dotes as we have space and content available.

Readers’
Forum
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By Justin Lonas

Editor’s Note: This is the second of 10
articles on areas in which entrenched
unbiblical attitudes tend to hold sway in
the Church. We are seeking to encourage
believers to live up to Paul’s command to
“See to it that no one takes you captive
through philosophy and empty deception,
according to the tradition of men, accord-
ing to the elementary principles of the
world rather than according to Christ”
(Col. 2:8).

Tradition Number 2—Legalism
and License

Few subjects within the Church have as
much variation among believers as our
interpretations of personal holiness. On the
one hand, few would argue that Christians
shouldn’t pursue right living. By the same
token, what is meant by “right living” and
to what degree it is to be pursued perenni-
ally causes strife between individuals and
denominations.

This is an area in which we are often
given to extremes, each of which gratifies
Satan more than it glorifies God or edifies
His Church.

Many Christians interpret the freedom
we have in Christ very liberally. While right-
ly recognizing that the old Law has no claim
to one saved by grace, they tend to run far
with their freedom and often pay similarly
little heed to Christ’s commands. They often
have few standards for how they behave,
what they choose to eat and drink, what
they wear, and what traditions they follow.
For those who fall into this camp, the focus
of the Christian life is on the love of Christ
and the community of the Church rather
than the holiness of God and doctrine.

Approaching personal holiness from this
angle has many potential pitfalls. As Paul
so forcefully warns us in 1 Corinthians 8,
our freedom can easily become sinful if we
lead a weaker brother into activities that
he sees as contrary to the faith. Scripture is
clear that personal liberty should always
take a back seat to the health of the Body.

At a deeper level, it is very easy for us to
have a simple view of holiness because it
requires little of us—if all we understand
of the Christian life is freedom, our view is
likely informed more by the world than by
Christ. The sacrifices to which He calls us
do not resonate with a “freewheeling”
Christianity. This end of the spectrum is
characterized by what Bonheoffer called
“cheap grace”—its low view of sin and
righteousness can mar our witness by blur-
ring the distinctions between the Church
and the world and open us up to the temp-
tations of the enemy to “love this present
world” and desert the
faith as Demas did (2
Tim. 4:10).

The opposite extreme
is represented by legal-
ism—in short, the view
in which personal holi-
ness is of paramount
importance. Those in
this camp go to great
lengths to avoid the appearance of worldli-
ness and take very seriously God’s call to
“Come out from their midst and be sepa-
rate . . . and do not touch what is unclean”
(2 Cor. 6:17 reiterating Isaiah 52:11). Very
little in their lives is free from rules and
traditions, and they often spend a great
deal of time and effort to follow them
strictly.

This perspective is a problem when the
motivation for holiness is pride rather than
the Spirit’s leading—righteousness for
righteousness’ sake is never God’s desire.
The Pharisees took great care to be “holy”
in every aspect of life but Christ saw right
through their “righteousness” to their
pride, calling them “whitewashed tombs
which on the outside appear beautiful, but
inside are full of dead men’s bones and all
uncleanliness” (Matt. 23:27).

Legalism becomes grievous sin when it
leads us to believe that we have within our-
selves the ability to attain God’s favor, but
as Paul so firmly states in Gal. 2:20, “if
righteousness comes through the Law, then
CChhrriisstt  ddiieedd  nneeeeddlleessssllyy.” Such a lifestyle

finds its roots in the self-determination of
the stoics and leaves no room for God’s
transforming grace. Even when well inten-
tioned, we cannot live up to the required
standard (Rom. 3:10, 23). This leads us to
rate our sins, judging others and ourselves
by the “severity” of our wrongs rather than
by God’s standard (that all sin is equally
offensive to Him and destructive to our rela-
tionship). We look down on others by apply-
ing our personal convictions to their lives
rather than allowing God to lead them.

A strong devotion to holiness does not
have to be wrapped up in legalism, howev-

er. Just as we dishonor God
in pursuing righteousness
on our own, we honor Him
highly when this pursuit is
borne out of love for Him
and gratitude for His ulti-
mate sacrifice. Jesus’ state-
ment, “If you love Me, you
will keep My command-
ments,” sets personal holi-

ness as an outcome rather than a condition
of belief. His concern is not with individual
ssiinnss but with ssiinn (that is, whether we pur-
sue Him or pursue ourselves). 

As with so many issues, our craving for
“black and white” certainty in this area leads
us astray from Christ’s call. Does the Lord
want us to live in righteousness? Absolutely.
Did He fulfill the law and set us free?
Completely. But His command was neither
“keep the Law” nor “be free”—He confronts
us with something much simpler and yet so
difficult that we can’t hope to live up to it
outside of the Spirit’s enabling: “Follow Me.”

The extremes of legalism and license
represent the world’s ideas of how to live
life, not God’s. When we follow Him, howev-
er, we confound those who seek to dismiss
Christians as either prudes or hypocrites.
Spirit-led holiness motivated by love is per-
haps the most distinctive marker of the
faith; it is a picture to a dying world of the
hope of forgiveness. Such an attitude is
vital if we are to have the impact we are
designed for. 

Taken Captive: 
Cultural Heresies and the Church—Part 2

ditorialE

Spirit-led holiness
motivated by love is

perhaps the most
distinctive marker of

the faith.
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(Matthew 9:32–34)

Dr. Zodhiates continues his exegesis of
the Gospel of Matthew.

[[VVeerrssee  3322]] Another
“behold” (idoú [2400],
the imperative of eídon
[1492], the aorist of
horáo\ [3708], to per-
ceive, calling attention
to the extraordinary;
see vv. 2, 3, 10, 18, 20,
also Matt. 3:16) draws
our attention to a unique miracle that
caused multitudes to stand in awe and the
Pharisees to drum up fresh criticisms.

Someone brought a dumb man “pos-
sessed with a devil” (from daimonízomai
[1139]) to Jesus. In the Greek, the word
translated “dumb” is ko\phós (2974), which
indicates that the man was both deaf and
dumb; he could neither hear nor speak. In
Matthew 12:22 we find a demoniac who was
both blind and dumb. These are two of the
four instances (see also Mark 9:17–27; Luke
11:14) in Israel’s long scriptural history
where we read of dumbness being attrib-
uted to demon possession. We do find in
Mark 7:32–37 a deaf man who spoke with
difficulty (from mogilálos [3424]), but we
are not told that the cause was demons.

[[3333]] The uniqueness of this situation did
not daunt Jesus. His presence alone was
powerful enough to expel demons, and
Matthew skips over the exorcist monologue
found in the other synoptics:

“And the demon (daimónion [1140], the
diminutive “little demon,” implying that
there may be “big” demons; certainly, there
are “worse” according to Matt. 12:45), hav-
ing been cast out (from ekbállo\ [1544], to
cast out), the deaf person spoke (from
laléo \ [2980], to speak, emphasizing the
breaking of silence more than the content
of speech). (a.t. See the author’s exegetical
works on 1 Cor. 12–14.)

In this verse, we have the reaction of the
“multitude” (from óchlos [3793], a crowd).
Based on what they saw, “they were saying”
(from légo\ [3004], to speak logically) that
such a thing had never occurred in the
entirety of Israel’s history.

[[3344]] Secondly, we have the reaction of
the Pharisees who opposed Jesus. They,
too, saw what had happened. Being educat-

ed Jews, they also knew
their history. But while
they were intelligent,
they were also hyp-
ocrites (Matt. 23:13–15,
23, 25, 27, 29) who
needed an alternative
explanation for Jesus’
extraordinary authority.
They could not deny the

uniqueness of what He had done, but to
accept Jesus as God incarnate
(Emmanuel) was out of the question. 

So, since they believed that demons
existed and that Jesus was an impostor,
they assumed that He derived His authority
from another source, namely the “prince
(árcho\n [758], chief, originator, ruler) of
the devils (demons).

But the Pharisees did not see the trap
they had set for themselves. Why would the
chief of demons cast demons out of any-
one? In the other Gospels, Jesus pointed
out this incongruence, the self-defeating
nature of such a practice, by arguing that
such a kingdom would be an anti-kingdom
(see Mark 3:24–30; Luke 11:18–22).

Dr. Zodhiates is president emeritus of AMG International and publisher
emeritus of Pulpit Helps.

xegetically Speaking By Spiros ZodhiatesE
Jesus Heals a Mute Man 

Since they believed that
demons existed and that
Jesus was an impostor,
they assumed that He
derived His authority
from another source.
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We are right to put Christ’s infancy at
the forefront of our celebration because
God chose to put it at the forefront of the
symbolism surrounding His coming. As if
the Creator of the universe taking human
form wasn’t mind-blowing enough, He
chose to arrive on the scene naked and
helpless, completely dependent upon his
parents for nourishment and protection. In
divine paradox, He was both Father and
child to them. 

In spite of His authority and ability to do
so, Christ did not
depart from these
humble beginnings.
Isaiah 53:2 says “For
He grew up before
Him like a tender
shoot, and like a
root out of parched
ground; He has no stately form or majesty
that we should look upon Him, nor

appearance that we should be attracted to
Him.” He never aspired to “greatness” in
the human sense, content to quietly work
the will of the Father and withdrawing
from the praise of the masses. God-
become-man demonstrated His identity
precisely by not trumpeting it (Phil. 2:6);
those who met Him at the manger were

awed at the very ordi-
nariness of His human
form. 

Equally significant
is the location of His
birth. While there is
confusion as to the
exact placement of

the manger (whether in a stable, on the
lower floor of a house, or in a cave), it is a
place not befitting human residence, let
alone God’s. But it was there in a dishonor-
able, unsanitary space that Christ entered
His world. British author and philosopher
G.K. Chesterton capitalizes on this in The
Everlasting Man. Seizing on the image of
the cave, he writes, “It was here that a
homeless couple had crept underground
with the cattle when the doors . . . had
been shut in their faces; and it was here
beneath the very feet of the passersby, in a
cellar under the floor of the world, that
Jesus Christ was born.” Indeed, His birth
as an outcast foreshadowed the life of
homelessness that He and his disciples led
(Matthew 8:20, Luke 9:58). 

The lowly birth of Christ, as Chesterton
goes on to state, is the central event of all
history, the end of mythology’s dreams and
philosophy’s search, and the trumpet call
of victory over Satan. He says, “It is nothing
less than the loud assertion that this mys-
terious maker of the world has visited this
world in person. It declares that really . . .
right in the middle of historic times, there
did walk into this world this original invisi-
ble being about whom the thinkers make
theories and the mythologists hand down
myths: the Man Who Made the World.” The
manger turns the world on its ear.

God’s entry into the world serves a larger
purpose than simply flying in the face of

EACH YEAR AT CHRISTMAS, WE RETURN TO THE MANGER. THE

SIMPLE IMAGE OF THE MESSIAH SURROUNDED BY LIVESTOCK

AND SHEPHERDS IS FOR MANY AN ARCHETYPE OF THE INCARNATION AND A

RECURRING THEME IN OUR HYMNS AND TRADITIONS.

The Mystery of the Manger
By Justin Lonas

Cover Story 

Justin Lonas is Editor-in-Chief of Pulpit Helps magazine.

In spite of His authority
and ability to do so, Christ
did not depart from these

humble beginnings.

Continued 
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human conventions, however. His arrival
was the ultimate demonstration both of His
authority over creation (in being born of a
virgin) and His love and concern for man.
Because He “showed up” in the person of
Christ, His character has been demonstrat-
ed for all to see. He cannot be ignorant of
poverty, for He was poor. He has ultimate
sympathy for the suffering because He was
tortured and gave His life. No man can
accuse Him of being distant or uncaring
because He is “God with us”. By healing the
sick and rebuking the proud, He reminds us
that He has entered the world to “set it to
rights”; He will bring His justice. 

He came as a man to redeem the world.
He had to take part in birth and death to
defeat the power of Satan over men (Heb.
2:14). As Athanasius of Alexandria put it,
He came “to renew men according to His
image.” Because of the manger, birth and
life are honored with the presence of the
King. In lowering Himself, he gave signifi-
cance to the daily tasks and struggles of
life. He came to set a standard by which we
should also live.

This then is the mystery of the
Incarnation—through all these things, He

commands us to follow Him. From the
manger, he bids us to follow into a life of
lowliness, wandering, sacrifice, and submis-
sion to the Father. The irony of God’s
destruction of earth’s status quo is that it
simultaneously frees us from slavery under

the law and calls us to a higher road. The
very Word of God, by whom all things were
made and are held together, has shown us
the way, and we are to be imitators of Him.
Such is the gift of Christmas.
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By Michael Reneau

In this month’s installment, we look at
ministry and missions in America’s dif-
ferent Christian communities.

Reggie Poindexter and Tim Schoap are
two pastors whose congregations have

been changed through intentional cross-
cultural cooperation. Poindexter, an
African American, pastors Greater
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
while Schoap, who is white, co-pastors
Signal Mountain Bible Church (both are in
the Chattanooga, Tenn. area). While
Greater Friendship’s congregation is a pre-
dominantly African American and Signal
Mountain Bible’s is mostly white, the two
churches have developed a close, inten-
tional and strategic partnership in several
ministries, including Sunday School pro-
grams, Vacation Bible Schools and joint
mission trips to Haiti through AMG
International.

Whereas many American churches strug-
gle to partner with other churches at all,
let alone with churches comprised of a dif-
ferent race, the congregations at Greater
Friendship and Signal Mountain Bible

make it a point to expose themselves to a
congregation of a different race.

“You cannot have a church and not want
to be inclusive,” Poindexter said. “If it’s the
Church—built on Christ—the racial con-
cerns are not there.”

Schoap agreed that while the
Chattanooga area has (at best) a check-
ered past on race relations, the congrega-
tion at Greater Friendship continues to
grow closer to Signal Mountain Bible
despite the area’s history.

Much of the two churches focus together
has been on international missions, partic-
ularly in Haiti. Poindexter went last year
with a team from Signal Mountain Bible to
Haiti. He said that experience led to
Greater Friendship participating in its first
church missions trip soon after. Out of the
10 who were part of Greater Friendship’s
trip to Haiti this summer, seven had never
been on the mission field before, he said.

Poindexter continues to pray for mem-
bers of his church to be more mission-
minded.

“God has led me to be more focused on
mission in our church,” Poindexter said.
“We’ve done a lot to raise awareness about
missions.”

Poindexter came to Greater Friendship
about six years ago and has seen tremen-
dous growth in the way of a missions
vision.

“I always use the analogy of the growth
of a child,” Poindexter said. “We’re proba-
bly like a 6-year-old. We’re out of kinder-
garten. We’re trying to move people from
the inside to the outside.”

An instrumental part of Poindexter’s
vision for missions was Jim Sutherland.

Sutherland has devoted much of his
adult life to reconciling the races in white
and African American churches, particular-
ly in the area of missions, and is now the
director of Reconciliation Ministries
Network, Inc. (RMNi). Sutherland, who is
white, was once the pastor of a predomi-
nantly African American church and has
involved himself in inner city ministries for
years. His job at RMNi is to plant seeds in
African American churches to become mis-
sions-minded congregations.

“Jim lit the fire for missions in me,”
Poindexter said.

White churches and African American
churches in America have had different
focuses for decades, according to
Sutherland. Whereas many white churches
have been involved in global missions and
sending and supporting missionaries for
centuries, the African American church
has largely focused on ministering to
African Americans and its own congrega-
tions. Because of social injustices and
racism, Sutherland said, many African
American churches have been inwardly
focused and not involved in global mis-
sions. 

RMNi and Sutherland’s goal is to light
other fires amongst African American
churches, similar to what happened with
Poindexter, and help propel them into
global missions. RMNi tries to have repre-
sentatives in individual African American
churches and sets up short-term missions
opportunities and support ministries for
African American congregations.

One of the bigger needs in African
American churches’ push for missions is
the financial support, which is why part-
nering with congregations with more

Transforming Race—Part 2
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Michael Reneau is a senior journalism major at Bryan College in Dayton, Tenn., and
worked as a summer intern for Pulpit Helps.



resources and organizations like RMNi is
helpful, according to Poindexter. After the
Civil War and emancipation, Poindexter
added, the African American church had a
vision for missions but lost the ability to
support that vision financially due to events
in American history. Instead of global mis-
sions, then, Poindexter said the vision of
the African American church became more
of a “social mission.”

“Our mission became our own people,”
he said.

These trends have monopolized resources,
Sutherland said. Since there were no models
or teaching in African American churches
for how to do missions, if a member wanted
to do missions work he became a pastor.
This led to a multiplication of black church-
es, which widely dispersed the resources of
the Christian community.

Now African American churches are able
to support missions work, Poindexter said,
but working with other congregations is
still a necessary component.

Speaking about his own church in inner-
city Chattanooga, Poindexter said more
support is needed.

“If we’re going to truly be successful,
we’re going to need more support. I don’t
think our church has the finances,” he
added.

When it comes down to the actual min-
istry and missions work, Poindexter said
there are subtle differences between white
churches and black churches, mostly due to
differing congregational cultures and per-
sonalities. But the purpose is the same for
both groups.

“The ministries are the same, but they’re
done differently because of the culture. But
the purpose has to be the same if we’re the
Church,” he said. “The true purpose is to
win souls for Christ, meet needs, and share
the Gospel.”

Sutherland has seen dif-
ferences in how white
Christians and African
American Christians work
on the mission field, par-
ticularly in Africa. He said
bonds form instantly
between African
Americans and Africans,
which offers opportunities
for more “connective” min-
istries.

Despite the push for
international missions,
Poindexter said his church

also sees the Chattanooga area as part of
“global missions,” so his congregation main-
tains its ministries in the community along
with the international push.

“We’re looking for volunteerism—to
spread the Gospel through a sense of serv-
ice,” Poindexter said.

Poindexter, Schoap, and Sutherland are
all optimistic about the future of African
American churches and missions min-
istries. Poindexter said because of min-
istries like RMNi and partnerships with
other churches, more young black pastors
are gaining exposure to missions and
coming to the pulpit with a broader
vision, which spreads to entire congrega-
tions.

“They want to look at the Church beyond
the walls of the church,” he said. “You have
to get them on the [mission] field. Once
you accomplish that, you’ll see a real explo-
sion in missions.”

All this pushes younger African American
church members into missions, and as
these members become adults, Poindexter
said, missions work will explode within
African American churches. But, the push
needs to happen now, he added.

“It has to start now. The full fruit will be
with younger people,” he said.

Sutherland agreed completely.
“There are little brushfires all around the

country. It’s coming,” he said about African
Americans going into missions. “I’m very
optimistic about the future; it’s the present
that’s so difficult.”

As RMNi and similar ministries continue
to mobilize African American churches in
missions, cross-cultural and interracial
work like that between Greater Friendship
and Signal Mountain Bible seems to be cru-
cial. Indeed, such partnership is key to
showing a skeptical world that the blood of
Christ connects believers from every tribe
and tongue in ways that aren’t explainable
in human terms.

“We believe there’s such a strong cross-
cultural commandment,” Schoap said.
“Every church needs cross-cultural involve-
ment.” Poindexter agreed, saying that the
key for his church was to not put much of
an emphasis on racial divides; they simply
try to work across cultural divides. 

“We don’t think of ourselves as an African
American church; we just happen to all be
African American,” he said. “If you’re open
to [cross-cultural ministry], it’ll happen on
its own.”

www.pulpithelps.com 9
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Editor’s Note: Both parts of this article
appeared in the Sept-Oct. edition of
Mission Frontiers, but space constraints
led us to run it in two parts. The author
has written under a pseudonym to protect
his work in Iran. 

The only way were going to stop them is
to kill them.” This seems to be the

present consensus of Iran’s national cabi-
net concerning the growing Christ-ward
movement spreading throughout the
nation. Legislation is now being prepared
that would make it a capital offense to
leave Islam. These strict measures have
come about to stem the tide of a growing
dissatisfaction with Islam among Persian
young people resulting from the Iranian
Revolution of 1979. Now today, it seems
Iran is on the verge of yet another revolu-
tion, ironically caused by the first and with
Jesus at the center. The story of how this
has come about is perhaps one of the most
intriguing examples of God’s sovereignty at
work to accomplish his unchanging purpos-
es among the nations.

A Little Background
In the early 1960s, just two decades

before Iran would become completely
closed to mission work, a team of American
missionaries began a work among the
Persian Armenian community in Tehran.
Most of these Armenians were the descen-
dants of a forced exile to Iran in 1604
under the Shah Abbas. Over the centuries
they developed a unique culture, dialect,

and appearance (don’t ask) as they assimi-
lated with their host nation. The missionar-
ies recognized the potential for these
Persian Armenians to serve as a “bridge-
people” between Islam and Christianity,
and so began work among them with this in
mind. 

This Spirit-led hunch turned out to be
correct. One of the first five disciples of the
American mission-
ary team was a
man named Haik
Hovsepian. In the
late 1960s he
received a call
from God to go as a
missionary to the
northern province
of Mazandaran
with the specific
purpose of starting
a work among Muslims. Though he was offi-
cially commissioned by the church in
Tehran for this purpose, his burden for
Muslims was one that few Persian
Armenians shared or understood at that
time. Most believed he was wasting his
time. However, by 1976, after about eight
years of laboring, five house churches had
been established with around 20 Muslim
background believers. Though only a small
beginning, somehow Haik had a sense that
God was building a foundation for a much
greater work. Having a gift for music, one of
the most important investments he made in
the future Persian Church was his transla-
tion and authorship of over 150 worship
songs into Farsi. According to those who
knew him, he envisioned the day such
songs would be sung by millions of believ-
ers.

By 1981, the Persian church in
Mazandaran had grown to around 60 mem-
bers, and many leaders were emerging. In
that year, Haik was asked to return to
Tehran to become the leader of the Council
of Protestant Ministers (a group that is
roughly the equivalent of the National
Association of Evangelicals in the United

States). His appointment to this post was
very timely for the church in Iran. Just two
years after the Iranian government was
seized by the Ayatollah Khomenei, (the
influential Muslim cleric with a vision for
Islamicizing the country), the emerging
church in Iran was beginning to feel the
pressure of an increasingly hostile govern-
ment.

However, at the same time,
the church in Iran was not
the only group to chafe under
the new regime. The Persian
people themselves were
beginning to react in a nega-
tive way to the harsh restric-
tions imposed by the imple-
mentation of Islamic law. A
silent rebellion among young
people (70% of Iran is under
the age of 30) was beginning

to build momentum. Among this age group,
if the government opposed something, they
were for it. When the government burned
American flags, they wrapped themselves in
it. Most importantly, when the government
began confiscating Bibles, they couldn’t
wait to get hold of one.

Slowly but surely, a kind of solidarity was
beginning to build between the persecuted
Armenian believers and the “persecuted”
youth of Iran. In defiance of the law, Haik
began to encourage the Armenian
Evangelical churches to open their doors to
Persians and to begin using the Farsi lan-
guage in their services. As new Persian
believers began pouring into the churches,
the government issued an ultimatum
demanding that all such believers be
reported. In response, Haik courageously
rallied the churches to send a unified
response back to the government: We will
never submit to such demands.

Breakthrough
By the late 1980s, the number of Persian

Muslim background believers had grown

issions SpotlightM By Krikor Markarian

Today’s Iranian Revolution: 
How the Mullahs Are Leading the Nation to Jesus—Part 1

Continued 

“

Slowly but surely, a
kind of solidarity was

beginning to build
between the persecuted
Armenian believers and
the “persecuted” youth

of Iran.
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into many thousands. Then in the 1990s,
two things converged to turn this momen-
tum into one of the greatest watershed
events in the history of Persian Christianity.
The first was a wave of government-orga-
nized crackdowns and assassinations of
Christian leaders (including Haik
Hovsepian in 1994, whose campaign to stop
the execution of a Persian convert received
both national and international attention).
The result of this was that hundreds of
Persian lay leaders rose up to take the
place of these martyrs and a nation-wide
house-church movement was born. Indeed,
the boldness of Haik and the other martyrs,
both Armenian and Persian, had a profound
effect on the Evangelical church, but most

especially upon the Persian believers them-
selves. At Haik’s funeral, hundreds of
Persian MBBs turned out to honor him
despite the presence of government agents
documenting all who were present.

All of this was God’s foundation-building
for what would come next. In the year 2000,
Christian satellite broadcasting began
beaming the gospel to almost every home in
Iran. This was made possible by the fact
that millions of satellite dishes had been
illegally smuggled into Iran by corrupt
members of the same government that had
outlawed them. The Christian satellite pro-
grams became a lifeline for the church in
Iran. Much more, when the Iranian people
learned that the government was trying to

scramble the broadcasts, they became an
overnight sensation. Recent nationwide sur-
veys reveal that over 70% of the population
is watching Christian satellite programs.
These same surveys indicate that at least
one million have already become believers,
and many millions more are on the verge. 

Reprinted with permission

To support the work of Bible distribution
in Iran please contact: 

Elam Ministries (International Headquarters)
United Kingdom, 44 (0)1483 427 778
Elam Ministries, USA, (770) 664 8800

or visit www.elam.com

Solve the acrostic by using the clues listed below to guess the words and by transferring the letter above each number to its appro-
priate place in the diagram. The result wil be a Scripture verse of admonition, comfort, instruction, or promise. When read vertically,
the initial letters of the answers will contain the name of the book from which the verse was taken. All quotations are from the KJV. 

HHIIDDDDEENN  WWIISSDDOOMM

A.  Jesus spoke here while in Nazareth
__ __ __ ___ __ __ __ __ __
93 57 19 102 29 3 86 70 44

B.  Fr. novelist (1871-1922)
__ __ __ __ __ __
61 25 11 4 71 80

C. “I would not have you to be _________, brethren”
__ __ __ ___ __ __ __ __
85 17 10 108 50 37 27 94

D.  A molar, for example
___ __ __ __ __
104 53 89 42 2

E.  Abase
__ __ ___ __ __ __
56 65 103 22 74 15

F.  Listlessness
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
76 84 12 46 26 21 36 96

G.  Jezebel’s father
__ __ __ __ __ __ ___
18 1 43 88 35 73 107

H. Offer oneself for service
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
14 77 8 90 39 67 23 98 30

I. A Molech-worshiper, for example 
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
38 49 60 99 24 75 34 91

J.  Addams’ family cohort
__ __ ___ __ __
9 81 101 52 33

K. David’s rival, for several years
__ __ ___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
47 40 105 64 20 97 6 79 55 87

L. Christ was crucified here
__ __ __ __ __ ___ __
45 92 62 78 13 109 28

M. Dangerous (colloq.)
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
31 16 95 59 7 48 41 68 82

N. The first Christian martyr
__ __ ___ __ __ __ __
5 66 106 58 72 51 83

O. Tipped one’s hat in greeting
__ __ ___ __ __ ___
32 69 100 54 63 110

By Mark Oshman
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“We then that are strong ought to
bear the infirmities of the weak, and
not to please ourselves” (Rom. 15:1-7).

It is said that on the streets of Lake Rice
and Port Hope, Ontario in Canada, a

man could be seen walking along carrying
a saw and a sawhorse. It is reported that
one day a gentleman from across the street
who observed him remarked to one nearby,
“That looks like a sober man, I think I’ll
hire him to cut wood for me.” The response
came back,  “that’s Joseph Scriven. He
wouldn’t cut wood for you because you can
afford to hire him. He only cuts wood for
those who don’t have money enough to
pay.” That seemed to be the philosophy and
the spiritual belief of
Scriven, a devoted mem-
ber of the Plymouth
Brethren Church. He had
a sincere desire to help
those who seemed help-
less.

Joseph was born on September 10, 1819,
in Ireland. His parents had financial means
enough to afforded a wonderful education-
al opportunity for their son, who was
enrolled in Trinity College in Dublin. His
college training was interrupted when he
decided to join the army. His military
career was short-lived due to health prob-
lems, so he returned to college and gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

In this young man, Ireland had the
prospect of a great citizen with high ideals
and great aspirations He met and fell in
love with a young lady who was eager to
spend her life with him, but on the day
before their wedding she was involved in a
horrible accident at a lake in which she
was drowned. Young Scriven never over-
came the shock. Although a college gradu-
ate, and ready to embark on a promising

career, he began to wan-
der to try to forget his sor-
row. At the age of twenty-five his travels
took him to an area near Port Hope,
Canada, in 1844, where he labored among
the poor until his death at age sixty-six. 

The doctrines and belief of the Plymouth
Brethren church, led him to do menial
tasks for poor widows and sick people. He
often served for no wages, and was regard-
ed by the people of the community as a
kind man. He often shared his clothes with
those less fortunate than himself, and did
fix-up chores for the poor. Although he was
highly regarded by the people of the com-
munity, he was considered to be eccentric.
Yet, he fell in love again and planned to

marry a wonderful
young Canadian woman.
Again, tragedy reared
its ugly head. She died
before they could wed,
after contracting pneu-

monia.
Little did the town’s people known that

Scriven had any poetic gifts until a short
time before his death. Joseph became ill
and a friend visiting with him discovered a
poem nearby that he had written to his
mother in a time of sorrow, not intending
that anyone else should see it. He had
titled it “Pray Without Ceasing.” The friend
asked Scriven who had written the poem.
It is reported that he answered, “The Lord
and I did it between us.” He was not able,
financially, to go to see his mother, but he
thought the poem would, perhaps, bring
some comfort to her in her time of need..

No one knows for sure how the poem
came to the attention of those who pub-
lished it in a book entitled, “Hymns and
Other Verses.” Musician Charles Converse
set the poem to music and titled the song,
“What a Friend We Have In Jesus.” It has

since become what I consider
one of the greatest hymns in the English
language. It is one of the first songs that
many missionaries teach their converts. In
polls taken in the United States to deter-
mine favorite hymns, “What a Friend We
Have In Jesus” is always near the top. 

Another accident befell Scriven on an
October day in 1886, and his body was
pulled from Rice Lake near Bawdly,
Ontario. In his memory the people in the
nearby town of Port Hope erected a monu-
ment for a poor, unselfish, working man
who gave most of his life and energy to
help those who couldn’t repay him. On the
monument are inscribed these words from
Scriven’s famous song: “In His arms He’ll
take and shield thee. Thou wilt find a sol-
ace there.”

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.

One of the overriding attitudes of
Christianity can be wrapped up in one
word: OTHERS. We come back to it again
and again. Anything done for Christ must
be done for others. Our true worship of
God always leads us to those for whom
Christ died, wanting to share with them
His glorious message of hope and salvation.

Reflection: 
Prayer, as presented in this song,

is the most powerful force available to
Christians everywhere. Any person who
neglects the opportunity to commune with
God and to draw on His resources is limit-
ing his happiness and prospects of success
for the Savior.  

tory Behind the Song By Lindsay TerryS

He wouldn’t cut wood
for you because you

can afford to hire him.

Lindsay Terry has been a song historian for more than 40 years,
being published in a number of publications, including Pulpit Helps. He
has also written some 34 books and church training manuals.

A Woodcutter For the Poor
Song: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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In the Christian community, how can we
effectively help addicts?

I have worked with a residential alcohol
and drug addiction ministry for over 10
years. The success rate has been estimated
to be over 60% which is rather phenome-
nal. I have also counseled with addicts
individually or in marriage counseling situ-
ations. One of the most rapidly growing
addictions, however, is not related to a
drug at all—pornography.

With the convenience of the internet,
pornography addiction has reached epi-
demic proportions. Professing Christians
are becoming addicted to this type of
behavior at an embarrassingly high rate.
Gambling is another addiction that contin-
ues to snare many people including pro-
fessing Christians. There are many other
addictions, some more destructive and oth-
ers less so, but all corruptive and hurtful.

Individual counseling for addictions is
not nearly as effective as group type set-
tings. Many churches have started various
types of recovery groups. Alcoholics
Anonymous meetings and Narcotics
Anonymous meetings continue to be a
large avenue of help for many. The key to
helping an addict is to first enroll the per-
son in a residential program. Why?  That is
the best first step for success.

Dr. Stephen Arterburn has stated, “After
30 years in the addiction field, I have come
to believe in a recovery model that integrates
physical, emotional and spiritual treatment,
best delivered at some point in an intensive
inpatient or residential program.”

This type of treatment works best
because it puts the addict in a new envi-
ronment and with other people who are

also recovering from an addiction.
Accountability is high in programs that
work. Alcoholics and drug addicts are typi-
cally accomplished at the art
of deceit. I have had hundreds
of addicts tell me that they are
some of the best liars in the
world! That type of deceit can
pervade an individual counsel-
ing situation, but it loses most
of its power in a group setting
with other addicts. As the old saying goes,
“You can’t con a con artist.”

After a period of time in a residential
center (usually 8 weeks or so), the addict
has had time for his or her mind to clear
and to remain sober for a while. Hopefully,
they have learned some things about them-
selves and the importance of faith in God
and obedience to His Word. They then
“graduate” from the program and go back
into the world they recently left. This is
when the real test begins. This is also when
they must be sure they have a sponsor,
mentor, or accountability partner. They
need to attend weekly group meetings to
help in their ongoing sobriety.

Once the person has broken the addic-
tive habit, they face the challenge of know-
ing themselves and the reasons behind
their addictive behavior in the first place.
In most cases, some type of pain is behind
the move into addiction. It is important
that after the addict has come through a
good Christian residential program, they
follow-up with individual counseling and
discipleship. Individual counseling will
work much better after the time in a resi-
dential program. I believe the counselor
must be part of a team working with the

family of the addict and the sponsor or
mentor as well.

I do not believe there is an addictive
gene. Some people may be more prone to
addictive behavior than others but those
are personality issues. Learning to identify,
accept and even appreciate the person
they are in Christ is a large challenge in
the follow-up process. Learning to be the

person God has cre-
ated and redeemed
them to be is the
positive hope for
those in recovery.
Addicts can be
helped. God works to
convict, free, and

empower them through His Spirit and by
His Word. I have seen this work hundreds
of times. Some fail, but those who truly
deal with sin and self honestly will find
hope.  

In John 8:34, Jesus said, “Everyone who
commits sin is the slave of sin.” Is addic-
tion sin? Yes. It is sinful thinking and
behavior that possesses a person. It often
creates chemical dependencies. But the
cycle can be broken and the person can be
set free. In John 8:32 Jesus said, “You will
know the truth and the truth will make
you free.” Sin binds in many different ways.
Truth sets a person free through one way—
Jesus Christ Himself. The foundation for
personal change is Christ and His truth. He
uses many different means, but He is the
only source and power for lasting change.

ADDICTION TO DRUGS AND ALCOHOL CONTINUES TO BE A HUGE

PROBLEM IN OUR WORLD. THE DRUG OF CHOICE FOR MOST

ADDICTS IS STILL ALCOHOL, BUT MOST ADDICTS TODAY USE MULTIPLE DRUGS.

Addiction and the Counselor

James Rudy Gray is certified as a professional counselor by the
National Board for Certified Counselors, and is a member of the
American Association of Christian Counselors. He pastors Utica Baptist
Church in Seneca, S.C.

ounselors’ Corner By James Rudy GrayC

The key to helping
an addict is to first

enroll the person in a
residential program.

www.pulpithelps.com
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Who Is This Child? 
(A Christmas Sermon)

Intro: At Christmas, the God of the uni-
verse entered His Creation. Without chang-
ing who He is, He showed us His love as
never before. In the Christ child dwelt all
the fullness of the Father.
I. He is The Word of God (John 1:1-18).

A. Eternal (vv. 1-2).
B. Powerful (vv. 3-5).
C. Present (v. 14).

II. He is the King
A. He has come

1. “Where is He who has been born
King of the Jews?” (Matt. 2:2)

2. “Repent, for the kingdom of heav-
en is at hand.” (Matt. 3:2)

B. He is present always (Matt. 28:20).
C. He will come again (Matt. 24:29-31).

III. He is the Suffering Servant
A. He is misunderstood (Is. 53:2-4).
B. He is punished on our behalf (Is. 53:4-6).

IV. He is the Lamb of God
A. Innocent and Willing (Is. 53:7-9).
B. Atoning (John 1:29).
C. Worthy and Reigning (Rev. 5:11-14).
Conclusion: The Child in the manger is

none other than Creator, Redeemer, and
Ruler of all things. Worship Him in spirit
and truth this Christmas.

Justin Lonas

7 Ways Trouble May
Minister to You
Romans 8:28

Intro.: This verse is a Rainbow of Hope
overarching our life as Christians.
I. Troubles May Bring a Correcting Ministry:

A. “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth”
(Heb. 12:6).

B. “Afterward [chastening] yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness”
(Heb. 12:11).

C. David: “Before I was afflicted I went
astray” (Ps. 119:670.

D. So we can thank God for troubles.
II. Troubles May Bring a Deepening

Dependency:
A. Paul’s thorn (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
B. When we sail through life without diffi-

culties, we don’t depend on God.
C. Blessings can become curses, when we

become self-sufficient.

D. So we can thank God for troubles.
III. Troubles May Bring a Confirming

Testimony:
A. Troubles come to us so we can comfort

others (Cor. 1:3-4).
B. Paul’s prison experience furthered the

gospel (Phil. 1:12).
C. If troubles give us a stronger testimony,

we can thank God.
IV. Troubles May Bring Increasing Maturity:

A. God’s plan for us is to be matured in
the likeness of Christ (Rom. 8:29).

B. We learn patience [endurance]
through afflictions (James. 1:4).

C. So we can thank God for maturity.
V. Troubles May Bring Excelling Glory:

A. Trials bring the Spirit of glory upon us
(1 Pet. 4:1214).

B. Examples are Stephen on trial (Acts
6:15); and 3 Hebrew youths in the fiery
furnace (Dan. 3:16-27).

C. So we can thank God for troubles.
VI. Troubles May Bring Baffling Mystery:

A. God’s ways are high above our ways
(Isa. 55:8-9; Deut. 29:29). 

B. Warren Wiersbe notes that we live by
promises, not explanations.

C. So we can thank God for our unknowns
also.

VII. Troubles WILL Bring Eternal Victory:
A. “The sufferings of this present time

are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in
us” (Rom. 8:18).

B. We will understand that there IS victo-
ry in Jesus!

C. So, can we not give thanks always, in
all things?

Adrian Rogers
From “Giving Thanks in Tough Times,” 

via Love Worth Finding

The People’s Reaction
to the Ministry of
Christ

Luke 4:28-37

I.The Reaction in the Synagogue in Nazareth
(vv. 28-30)—The Nazarenes drove Jesus out
of the synagogue

A. The expression of rage (v. 28)
B. The escapade of destruction (v. 29)
C. The escape of Jesus (v. 30)

II. The Reaction in the Synagogue in

Capernaum (vv. 31-37)—The Nazarene
cast a demon out of the synagogue
A. They were filled with amazement (vv.

31-32)
B. They were filled with wonder (v. 36)
C. The district was filled with news v. (37)

Bill Taylor

The Wilderness–Part 2 of 3

Bread of Heaven
“And he humbled thee. And suffered
thee to hunger, and fed thee with
manna, which thou knewest not, nei-
ther did thy fathers; that he might
make thee know that man doth not
live by bread only, buy by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of
the Lord doth man live” (Deut 8:3
[Deut 8:1-6]).

Intro: Perhaps you would think that a
wilderness experience only comes to the
rebel-rouser or the trouble-maker; but not
so. The wilderness experience comes to
those whom God sees need a change, a
challenge, or perhaps a push in the right
direction. A wilderness experience can be a
40-year experience or a growth spurt that
brings us closer to God quickly. 
I. What “Wilderness” Means:

A. Desert: a dry barren wasteland
B. Forest: a large thick grove of trees
C. Pasture: Uninhabited place for herding
D. Spiritual:  place of spiritual renewal

II. What the Wilderness Does:
A. It brings us in direct contact with God

(Ex. 16)
B. It gets us out of the way (James 4:10)
C. It brings spiritual growth (Eph. 3:17-19)
D. I become everything through Jesus

Christ (Phil. 4:13)
III. What the Wilderness Reveals

A. Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:35-40)
B. The Bread of Life will sustain you

(John 6:47-51)
C. We must put our trust in the Lord

(Isaiah. 40:31)
D. All who are hungry may come (Isa.

55:1, 2)
Conclusion: You cannot go so far into the

wilderness that God cannot find you. But
the wilderness is a big place and it might
be a journey that you may not want to take.

ermon StartersS

Continued 



Bulletin Board Sayings
Religion is bread for daily use, not spe-

cial occasions. 

Sorry, but the fruit of the Spirit doesn’t
include sour grapes. 

The Bible promises no loaves to the
loafer. 

The Lord gives us our faces—but we
must provide the expression. 

The pits of life can sprout a peach of a
person. 

The soul without prayer is like lungs
without air.

The study of truth keeps an open dic-
tionary, an open mind, and an open Bible. 

From 1001 Fresh Ideas for Your Church
by Sidney Stone, 

by permission of the author

Middle age is that time of life when you
don’t have to have fun to enjoy yourself.

One advantage of keeping silent is that
you cannot be misquoted.

The Church Mouse

If you don’t learn from your mistakes,
there’s no use making them.

The best year-round temperature is a
warm heart and a cool head.

The Church Mouse

The Lord did not  burden us with
work—He blessed us with it.

The New Testament is a love letter to
you from God

Gregorio Tingson

Train up a child in the way he should
go—and walk there yourself once in a
while.

Josh Billings
The Book of Living Quotations

What is Christian perfection? Loving
God with all our heart, mind, soul, and
strength.

John Wesley
The Book of Living Quotations

God is not saying to us, “Come, boys,
each of you do your thing and try to get
along.” He is saying, “It is time to do My
thing. Take these keys—a gospel that is
true, a love that has flesh on it, and the
power that belongs to me alone—and
open the door to the world.”

Leighton Ford

Peace is such a precious jewel that I
would give anything for it but truth.

Matthew Henry

We are always in the presence of God,
yet it seems to me that those who pray are
in His presence in a very different sense.

Teresa of Avila
The Book of Living Quotations

A clay pot sitting in the sun will always
be a clay pot. It has to go through the
white heat of the furnace to become
porcelain.

Mildred Witte Struven

The true Christian ideal is not to be
happy, but to be holy.

A. W. Tozer
Thanks to Ted Matamis for the two above

He that boasts of his own knowledge
proclaims his own ignorance

Old German proverb

Be kind. Remember: everyone you meet
is fighting a hard battle.

T. H. Thompson
The Book of Living Quotations
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It is not for you to decide whether you will
go, but you will never go alone. 

Douglas Reiche
First Assembly of God

Sparta, IL

The Greatest Thing in
the World
Ephesians 1:7

Intro.: There is nothing in the world
greater than having our sins forgiven. What
if we gained the whole world and then lost
our own souls (Matt. 16:26)?
I. Who Needs It?

A. Everyone, for all have sinned (Rom.
3:23).

B. Everyone, for all have broken God’s law
(1 John 3:4).

C. Everyone, for all have committed
unrighteousness (1 John 5:17).

II Who Makes It Possible?
A. God, because of His great love (John

3:16).
B. Jesus, because of His sacrificial death

(Rom. 5:6-11).
1. To this purpose He was born (Matt.

1:21).
2. To this purpose He lived (John 10:9-

11).
3. To this purpose He died (Matt.

26:26-28).
III. What Does It Mean?

A. Your sins are “purged” (Heb. 1:3).
B. Your sins are “put away” (Heb. 9:26).
C. Your sins are “blotted out” (Acts 3:19).
D. Your sins are “covered” (Rom. 4:7).
E. Your sins are “removed” (Ps. 103:12).
F. Your sins are “remembered no more”

(Heb. 10:17).
IV. How Is It Obtained?

A. Through faith in the name of Jesus.
(Acts 13:38-39; John 8:24; John 1:12;
Acts 4:12).

B. Through confession of the name of
Jesus (Rom. 10:9-10).

C. Through repentance and baptism in
the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38).

Conclusion: Forgiveness of sins is the
greatest thing in the world! ALL your sins
can be completely blotted out, never to be
remembered again by God. You can obtain
it today by obeying what Jesus said to do!

Victor Knowles
Peace On Earth Ministries

ulletin InsertsB
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After Andrew and I returned to college
from our winter break, he asked me what
presents I had received for Christmas. I
began to tell him about the new clothes,
the best-selling books, the popular running
shoes and all the other items on the list of
precious gifts given me by family and
friends. He seemed somewhat impressed,
pleased at my apparent holiday windfall.

“So, Andrew, what did you get for
Christmas?” I asked. Expecting to hear his
wonderful list of presents, my roommate
instead replied silently, holding up but one
small item, an alarm clock that probably
cost less than $5 at the thrift shop. “That’s
nice”, I answered, thinking that I was sure
glad I hadn’t received such a present,
seemingly so small and insignificant.

Later, as roommates often do during late
nights of academic studies interspersed
with stories about home, I would tease
Andrew by pretending to throw that clock
into the air and then catch it right before
it hit the ground, feigning an attempt to
damage his precious clock. Andrew never
thought this game was funny, however,
because his clock meant much more to him
than I ever understood.

As the years passed and our four years
together at college came to a close, I
noticed that while he moved from room to
room and roommate to roommate, Andrew
always had that same inexpensive alarm
clock stored closely beside his bed. You
see, Andrew’s family back in West Virginia
was far from wealthy and the only present
his parents could afford to give him for
Christmas was that simple, unimpressive
clock. What seemed like garage sale mate-
rial for some families was a family treasure
for Andrew.

You know what? Today, 13 years later, I
cannot remember a single present I
received for Christmas that year. You know
what else? For the rest of my life, I will

never forget Andrew’s gift. While my par-
ents bought me presents that were more
elegant, more expensive and certainly
more numerous, that one single present
from Andrew’s parents
was definitely more
precious.

As this Christmas
season approaches,
God asked me to tell
Him what was most
important in my life.
For what am I search-
ing? What is my top
priority? Do I value all the fancy and
impressive features in life? Am I searching
for notoriety and pleasure, while refusing
to acknowledge what is really most mean-
ingful in life?

Sadly, too many people will be like me
this Christmas, worrying about my long list
of errands, searching for that perfect pres-
ent, looking for the best bargain, all the
while missing the only gift really worth giv-
ing. Andrew’s parents understood that if
you can only give one gift, you had better
make it special. My family and I, on the
other hand, thought more was better and
more expensive meant more valuable.

God the Father has
given us innumerable
gifts, including life
and freedom and
hope and peace and
health, all of which are
wonderful and make life
more enjoyable. One
gift, however, is
too important to
miss. God sent His gift,

His only Son, to be born as a helpless child
about 2,000 years ago. Jesus came to earth
to live and to die to show us how to live
and how to die as faithful followers of His
Father, the Creator God. Yet, the parties
and decorations and purchases of this com-
mercially driven holiday season have
apparently become more valuable to us
than the original Gift sent to us by God.

What is important to you? Do you focus
on all the things that won’t really matter in

the end, or do you cher-
ish the One who truly
matters most of all? Do
you even remember all
the other places that you
hoped to find the
answers to life’s ques-
tions, or were they simply
more dead ends? If my
social calendar and my

errands keep me from meeting Jesus this
Christmas, I will truly have missed it all.

Thanks, Andrew, for helping me under-
stand that the true meaning of Christmas
is in cherishing that which matters most
rather than futilely searching after all the
trappings of the world. When the advertis-
ers encourage us to spend and buy and
give, remember, “They do it to receive a
perishable wreath, but we an imperish-
able“ (1 Corinthians 9:25). This Christmas,
ask God for the gift of life, found only in
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Baptist Press

IN 1991, ANDREW DID WHAT DOZENS OF PASTORS AND SCHOLARS

ONLY HOPED TO DO. MY FRIEND ANDREW, WITH NO THEOLOGICAL

TRAINING OR PHILOSOPHICAL EXPERTISE, UNWITTINGLY BUT

UNMISTAKABLY SHOWED ME THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.

A Gift above all Others
By Trey Graham

One gift, however, is
too important to miss.
God sent His gift, His
only Son, to be born as
a helpless child about

2,000 years ago.

Trey Graham, senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Melissa, Texas, is a speaker, colum-
nist, author of Lessons for the Journey (America House, 2001), and director of Faith Walk
Ministries (www.faithwalkministries.com).
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Verse 16 says, “These are grumblers,
finding fault, following after their own
lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering
people for the sake of gaining an advan-
tage.” As we saw last month, the first
ungodly face is the face of a ggrruummbblleerr. A
grumbler is one who is always finding fault
with others and never in himself. 

The second face of these ungodly people
that we see is in their uunnbbrriiddlleedd  lliivviinngg. In
verse 16, Jude continues and says that these
ungodly false teachers were “following after
their own lusts.” The words following after
are translated from one Greek Word:
pörëuömai. It literally means to go from one
place to another with random abandon-
ment. It is used here in the sense that these
false teachers were totally in bondage to the
whims of their flesh. Peter adds some things
that help us identify what this means in 2
Peter 2:10a, “And especially those who
indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires.”
Whatever the flesh wants, it gets with no
restraint. Then again in 2 Peter 3:3 we see
how this licentious living is a mockery to
God. Peter says “Know this first of all, that
in the last days mockers will come with
their mocking, following after their own
lusts.” Peter tells us that this will be the
characteristic of the last of the last days.  

When Jude speaks of “their own lusts”
in verse 16, he uses the word e¨pithumia,
which refers to the strong desire of our
flesh to do or get something. It is a driving,
lustful desire. The word “lusts” is plural—
the idea that I get from this is that they
are prisoners to whatever lust that pres-
ents itself at the moment. So, their ungod-
liness is seen in one’s grumbling at God’s
Word and at life’s circumstances. It is also
seen in one’s unbridled, lawless living in
the whims of his fleshly lusts.  

Finally we see their ungodliness in their
lloouudd--mmoouutthheedd  bbooaassttiinngg. Jude finishes his

description of these false prophets in verse
16 by saying that “they speak arrogantly,
flattering people for the sake of gaining
an advantage.” It is interesting to me that
the word he uses for “speak” in the phrase
“they speak” is the word lale¨o. It does
mean to speak, but not necessarily with
any intelligence at all. It literally means to
make a noise of any kind. Since the verb is
in the present indicative active this person
who is ungodly is always running their
mouth with nothing to say. The word for
“arrogantly” is the word hupe¨¨ ro¨¨ gko¨s and
means oversized; swollen; in the sense of
boasting. They are loud mouthed boasters
who are always talking and have nothing at
all to say, like huge air bags full of hot air. 

Peter tells us that their empty words are
filled with what people want to hear, “For

speaking out arrogant words of vanity
they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuali-
ty” (2 Peter 2:18a). The word “entice” is a
word that means to bait someone; to lure
them into their trap. This last phrase of
Jude 16 is a perfect illustration of that. The
word translated “flattering” is the word
thaumaz\. It carries the connotation of
causing someone to be in admiration or
awe of you by your fake and unmeaning
words; to entice them. Jude adds that they
flatter people “for the sake of gaining an
advantage.” Anytime an ungodly person
such as these false teachers says some-
thing that sounds nice and attracts others,
it is only for their own profit or advantage
that they might gain. They are liars for the
sake of their own personal gain. 

So, we see the three faces of ungodliness
in the act of grumbling; unbridled living;
and in loud-mouthed boasting for one’s per-
sonal benefit. Quite a bunch aren’t they?
Yet believers are still listening to them and
supporting them without any understand-
ing of how dangerous they are!  Beware!

ollowing God By Wayne BarberF

AS WE CONTINUE TO LOOK AT THE SSNNAAKKEESS AARROOUUNNDD TTHHEE

WWAATTEERR, THE FALSE PROPHETS, IN THE BOOK OF JUDE, JUDE

SPARES NO WORDS IN DESCRIBING HOW UNGODLY THESE SNAKES ARE. IN

THIS ARTICLE WE CONTINUE TO LOOK AT THREE FACES OF THEIR UNGODLI-
NESS FROM JUDE 16.

Snakes around the Water—Part 4

Wayne Barber is senior pastor of Hoffmantown Church in
Albuquerque, New Mexico

www.pulpithelps.com

By Mark Oshman

One the Road to the Promised Land
When the Israelites journeyed from Egypt to Canaan:

1. Where did Pharoah’s army overtake the Israelites?
2. Where did Miriam die?
3. Where did the Lord provide them quails from the sea?
4. Where did the Israelites fight against Amalek?
5. Where did Aaron die?
6. Where was manna first seen?
7. Where did the Israelites first encamp after leaving Egypt?
8. Where did the Israelites find seventy palm trees?
9. Where did God send fire upon the Israelites?
10. Where was the Law given? Answers on page 38

Father Abraham’s Question Box
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“What does Jesus say
about. . .” (Christ Speaks 
to Us Today)
Cecil Price, AMG Publishers, Chattanooga,
TN, 2008, 1901 pages, ISBN
9780899576114, $34.99.

This alphabetized concordance contains
Scripture references on virtually every sub-
ject that Jesus addressed during His earthly

ministry.
Also, the
author gath-
ers New
Testament
references
concerning
those whose
lives were
touched by
the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Each biblical

reference is printed in full using the New
American Standard Bible. If one wants to
know what Jesus said about a particular
issue, he will find it indexed in this excel-
lent reference tool.   

For example, if one turned to the refer-
ence on the kingdom of God, he would find
that Jesus spoke on more than a dozen dif-
ferent occasions on this subject. Price iden-
tifies the geographical locations where
Jesus spoke on this subject: Galilee, the
Temple in Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives,
Perea, and the Upper Room. Price some-
times makes brief comments on the subject
before he lists the entire passage under dis-
cussion.

The post-resurrection appearances of
Jesus provide another type of entry found
in this concordance. The apostles and other
New Testament writers list nineteen refer-
ences to such appearances. The author tells
us where Jesus was and what He said at
each of these.

Those who want to study the parables of
Jesus will find over seventy references to
His parables. Noteworthy are the parables
on The Lost Son, The Lost Sheep, and The
Good Samaritan. 

Appendix A contains further references
for study. Appendix B shows a map of the
ministry of Jesus.

Price has devoted considerable research
to this volume, and his work should be a

valuable asset to a pastor’s study. In a world
ever increasingly in need of hearing Christ
speak, a tool that catalogs His words is a
welcome addition to our arsenal.

Glen Jones

Target: All
Type:   Reference / Concordance
Take:   Recommended

An Old Testament Theology
(An Exegetical, Canonical,
and Thematic Approach)
Bruce Waltke with Charles Yu, Zondervan,
Grand Rapids, 2007, ISBN
9780310218975, 1040 pages, $44.99,
hardcover. 

Old Testament seminary professor and
prolific author Bruce Waltke has written
what may be the capstone of his illustrious
teaching career. This massive volume traces
the history of the chosen people from
Creation through the prophets. 

The book
explores the
events and
promises of
the Old
Testament
by categoriz-
ing them as
gifts from
God. For
example,
Waltke dis-
cusses cre-
ation in a

chapter titled “The Gift of the Cosmos” and
the Poetic Books in 3 chapters titled “The
Gift of Wisdom”. This is significant in that it
shows the author’s underlying interpreta-
tion of the purpose of the Old Testament:
God’s revelation of His character and His
work to His people through His Word. 

Additionally, Walkte opens the book with
6 chapters of introduction detailing the
basis for and task of pursuing a comprehen-
sive theology of the Old Testament as well
as a thorough explanation of his methodolo-
gy and hermeneutics. He then leads into
the rest of the work with a 30 page
overview.

Throughout the book, Waltke stresses the
covenant that I AM (Jehovah) made with

Abraham; a covenant that, Waltke con-
tends, extended from the physical nation of
Israel to the spiritual nation, the Church.
The author does not contend that God
replaced Israel with the Church. Rather, he
says, the Church brings together the
redeemed of Israel and the redeemed from
the Gentiles to constitute the kingdom of
God. 

Waltke implicitly and explicitly disagrees
with dispensationalism in his works. He
states that “No verse in the New Testament
pertaining to salvation history after the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ represent the ful-
fillment of Old Testament Land promises in
an intermediate Jewish kingdom” (p. 584).
He believes that The Old Testament
prophecies of a future Land fulfillment are
fulfilled in a spiritual sense in the heavenly
kingdom.  

Covenant theologians will surely find
much in this book to strengthen their faith.
Premillennialists who believe in a literal
1000 year reign of Christ on earth will
doubtless have reservations concerning the
author’s ecclesiology and eschatology, but
should find the book as a whole to be a
valuable resource for teaching and preach-
ing the Old Testament and grasping the
larger themes of the whole Bible.

Glen Jones

Target: Serious Bible Students
Type:   Covenant Theology
Take:   Recommended

Jesus through Middle
Eastern Eyes: Cultural
Studies in the Gospels
Kenneth E. Bailey, InterVarsity Press, 2008,
ISBN: 9780830825684, 443 pages,
$23.00, softcover. 

Have you ever engaged in conversation
with someone from another culture? Simply
knowing the words of their language is
never quite enough. Meaning emerges only
as you wrap the words you hear (or use) in
everything else you know about yourself,
about the other person, and how your
respective ways of understanding the world
were shaped. 

Continued 

astors’ LibraryP



The conversation after all, is between
ppeerrssoonnss; and it is about mmeeaanniinngg.

Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes is
about your
conversation
with a
Person—
Jesus of
Nazareth.
Kenneth
Bailey’s objec-
tive is to
acquaint you
with the cul-
tural context
in which
Jesus’ words
are

“wrapped.” By doing so, he opens a way to a
clearer grasp of what Jesus’ teaching words
mean.

Bailey’s important contribution is
refreshing and guile-less; authoritative
without being authoritarian; theologically
sound without having to sound like a the-
ologian. 

As Bible expositors, we know that con-
text matters, and that “context” includes
more than the verses or chapters on either
side of our sermon or lesson text. To “be
there” would help, but is usually beyond
our reach and means. Bailey graciously
shares decades of life and study in the
Middle East with us, to help close that gap. 

So approach this book as a walk through
Jesus’ neighborhood with a “local,” who
seems to know the people and places like
the back of his hand. 

In Bailey’s company you will squirm
under the stinging heat of the Pharisees’
questions, and marvel as the skillful young
Rabbi manages to elude every attempt to
pin him. You will see the women in the
Gospel accounts in a different light, and
that Jesus’ elevation of, and respect for
them was radically different from his con-
temporaries. Jesus’ parables will spring to
new life for you as you see them in their
original cultural settings. 

This is an engaging and compelling read.
Bob Gerow

Target: Serious Travelers
Type:   Biblical Studies
Take:   Must Read

Bethany House
Muslims, Christians, and Jesus:

Gaining Understanding and Building
Relationships, Carl Medearis, 2008, 208
pages, $13.99, softcover. Medearis draws
on his extensive experience living and
working with Muslims to provide insights
into common questions and misunder-
standings Christians have. His goal is to
show readers how to find common ground
with Muslims and develop relationships
that open doors for the Gospel.

Chosen (Baker)
You Don’t Have to Cross the Ocean to

Reach the World, David Boyd, 2008, 192
pages, $13.99 sardcover. Calling attention
to the increasing globalization and multi-
culturalism of Western society, Boyd
encourages Churches to embrace Christ’s
commission to “go into all the world” by
actively pursuing cross-cultural ministries
and outreaches.

Hendrickson
At Home in a Strange Land: Using the

Old Testament in Christian Ethics,
Andrew Sloane, 2008, 246 pages, $19.95,
softcover. Since Christ has fulfilled the
law, does the Old Testament have any
bearing on how we should live as
Christians? Sloane makes a profound
case, affirming that the Old Testament is
invaluable to believers for its insight into
God’s character. 

Elements of Biblical Exegesis, Michael
J. Gorman, 2008, 281 pages, $19.95, soft-
cover. A revised and expanded version of
Gorman’s excellent introduction to in-
depth study of the Word.

InterVarsity Press
Signature Sins: Taming Our Wayward

Hearts, Michael Mangis, 2008, 244 pages,
$16.00, softcover. Mangis applies his back-
ground in psychology to Christian living in
analyzing the way individual personalities
affect our propensity to certain sins. He
challenges believers to identify their core
sins and seek the Lord’s guidance on erad-
icating them.

Sustainable Youth Ministry, Mark
DeVries, 2008, 232 pages, $16.00, softcov-
er. DeVries calls on churches to take cor-
porate responsibility for establishing a

vision for effective and long-lasting min-
istry to students.

Reformation Trust Publishing
5 Things Every Christian Needs to

Grow, R.C. Sproul, 2008, 135 pages,
$15.00, hardcover. A revised and expanded
version of Sproul’s small but deep medi-
tion on the “nutrients” of a healthy
Christian life: Bible study, prayer, worship,
service, and stewardship.

Living for God’s Glory: An Introduction
to Calvinism, Joel R. Beeke, 396 pages,
$24.00, hardcover. Beeke offers an excep-
tionally thorough and winsome apologetic
for reformed theology. He seeks to move
beyond standard soteriological arguments
and focus on Calvinism’s contributions to
Christian life and ministry.

Zondervan
1001 Illustrations that Connect, Craig

Brian Larson and Phyllis Ten Elshof, edi-
tors, 2008, 536 pages, $29.99, softcover. A
compilation of valuable illustrations, sta-
tistics, and true stories designed to help
pastors and teachers drive home the
truths of scripture. Comes with a search-
able CD ROM to help readers find just the
right illustrations for their sermons.

Leadership from the Inside Out, Kevin
Harney, 2008, 192 pages, $21.99. softcov-
er. Harney challenges pastors and church
leaders to ask God to “search them and
know them” to avoid the pitfalls of min-
istry from pride to boredom and sexual
sin. He encourages them to live an
“examined life” and serve with passion
and joy.

Should We Use Someone Else’s
Sermon?, Scott M. Gibson, 2008, 128
pages, $14.99, softcover. Gibson raises a
growing (but seldom talked about) prob-
lem within the Church: pulpit plagia-
rism—the practice of using a pre-pre-
pared sermon from another source and
claiming it as one’s own. He provides sug-
gestions on how to avoid the problem or
deal with it when it comes to light in a
church.

ecent ReleasesR
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TTeexxtt: “…Behold wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, saying”where is he
who has been born King of the Jews? For
we have seen His star in the East and
have come to worship Him.” (Matthew 2:
1-2; read also verses 3-11)

TThhoouugghhtt: Who these wise men were,
and how many they numbered, and
whether they came from Chaldea, Persia
or Arabia may be interesting, but quite
unimportant. What is impressive and
remarkable is their faith, their search and
their achievement. In their hearts was a
deep longing for the appearance of a
Savior-King, and when they saw His star

there was only one desire which possessed
them and that was to fall at His feet and
worship Him. To them, the birth of Christ
was:

AA  CCaallll  ttoo  DDiirreecctteedd  WWoorrsshhiipp. “We have
seen His star in the East, and have come
to worship Him” (v. 2). Wherever there are
hungry hearts and questing spirits God
directs His word to men is, “you will seek
Me, and find Me, when you search for Me
with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). God
is waiting to direct us to His beloved Son,
Jesus Christ the Lord. Just as the star guid-
ed those seeking men to the cradle of the
Christ, so the Holy Spirit yearns to lead us

to the feet of the Saviour “in wonder, love
and praise.”

AA  CCaallll  ttoo  DDeetteerrmmiinneedd  WWoorrsshhiipp. “We
have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him” (v.2). Have you ever
sat down with a Bible Atlas and attempted
to work out a journey undertaken by the
Magi? Wherever they came from, it is fairly
evident that they faced vast distances and
dangers. How this story condemns those of
us who have it so good! With liberty to wor-
ship, modern facilities to travel, and reli-
gious services planned to accommodate our
varied needs, we still absent ourselves from
the house of prayer, and never fail to grum-
ble when a little sacrifice is expected of us.
Oh that there might be more determina-
tion in our acts of worship, not only at
Christmastime, but all through the year!

AA  CCaallll  ttoo  DDeevvootteedd  WWoorrsshhiipp. “And when
they had come into the house, they saw the
young Child with Mary His Mother, and
fell down, and worshipped Him. And when
they had opened their treasures, they pre-
sented gift to Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh” (v 11). These were tokens of devo-
tion and dedication.  As far as the wise men
were concerned, the Babe of Bethlehem
was the King of kings, and therefore worthy
to receive their best and their all. Can you
and I give Him any less?

TThhrruusstt: Christmas is a call to worship; so
“let us come and adore Him, Christ the
Lord.”

David Olford teaches expository preaching at Union University's
Stephen Olford Center in Memphis, Tennessee

oints to Ponder By David & Stephen OlfordP�
�
�

The Call to Worship

A man died and went to heaven.
He was met at the Pearly Gates by
Peter who led him down the golden
streets.  They passed mansion after
beautiful mansion until they came to
the end of the street where they
stopped in front of a shack. The man
asked Peter why he got a hut when
there were so many mansions he
could live in.  

Peter replied, “I did the best with
the money you sent us.”
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Our team was in Guatemala to distribute
Bundles of Love (AMG’s specially selected
packages of Christmas joy that include
items selected to meet the individual
needs of recipients) to needy boys and girls
under AMG’s care. AMG Missionary Bob
Hastings offered to take a few team mem-
bers to visit families of AMG-sponsored
children. Bob advised us
to leave any jewelry or
other items of value
behind; the neighbor-
hoods were very poor and
dangerous. I was both
excited and a little fright-
ened.

Our group was small but
conspicuous and included
three national workers. As we made our
way on paved paths and dirt tracks, some
children stared at us, probably wondering
the same thing we were. “What are these
Americans doing here?” A few followed us.
Some greeted us, and some giggled and ran
away. We were definitely the main attrac-
tion. 

Stepping around trash, dog waste, and
questionable trickles of water triggered a
host of emotional responses from our team.
We were happy to see children playing,
even though they were dirty, poorly clothed
and some were sick. But we could not help
but wonder, “How safe are these children,
and who is protecting them from the evil of
this world?” Some of us were frightened
when a group of boys shot a bottle rocket
at us. Others were saddened to see the
meagerness of people’s homes—tthhoouussaannddss
of shacks made of cardboard, corrugated
sheet metal, or cinder block. 

We came unannounced but bearing small
gifts of candy. A 13-year-old opened one door
and let us into the house. She and her four
younger brothers were thrilled to see us.

The house was one room with a dirt
floor, cardboard walls, and a tin roof. We
could only imagine what the rains and
winds from a hurricane just a few months
ago had felt like to the children of this
house. The furnishings were meager.
Clothes were tacked to the cardboard
walls, and a few Christmas decorations

hung from the ceiling.
There was no stove or
refrigerator. We could smell
that they had no bathroom,
and soon realized their
“bathroom” was an outside
patch of dirt shielded by a
“privacy” fence. 

Their mother soon came
home, and we wanted to

know some of her story. She was 28-years
old and had
lived in that
property all her
life. She had
her first child
at 15 years of
age, and now
has five chil-
dren. When
asked what she
did for work,
because there
was obviously
no father
around, she
simply said that
she sells things. 

We visited
more homes
and found all their stories to be the
painfully similar: generations of poverty,
disappearing fathers, and lack of good-pay-
ing work.

Words truly cannot fully convey our expe-
rience. AMG’s outreach in Guatemala is

truly making a difference among lives that
otherwise would not have hope. 

Though they live in wrenching poverty,
their only real hope is the same as ours—
an eternal hope. As we took in the sights
and sounds of the people, God reminded us
that even though they seem poor, they can
still be rich and have immeasurable treas-
ure, “Did God not choose the poor of this
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom which He promised to those who
love Him?” (James 2:5)

God gave me a unique opportunity ever
so briefly to walk where the poor of
Guatemala walk eevveerryy  ddaayy. We found reas-
surance that our prayers can be realized,
that these children would one day be godly
men and women. Their growing hope in
God finds realization as God’s people get
involved through sponsorship and hands-on
involvement through AMG’s ministries. 

Thank you for investing in the life of a
child. You will never be the same! 

From Mission Advance, June 2008

Visit www.amginternational.org for more
information about what it means to sponsor

a child, or to begin your investment in the
life and future of a child.

n the Field With AMG Missions By Alicia HattonO
Hope in a Cardboard Home

Alicia Hatton was an AMG short-term team leader for 2 years. She and her husband
Shane now serve full-time in Asia with Christar.

Though they live
in wrenching

poverty, their only
real hope is the

same as ours—an
eternal hope.

WHAT IS IT LIKE TO LIVE IN A HOME WITH CARDBOARD

WALLS? WE FOUND OUT IN GUATEMALA. 
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Subject: Leadership

A Helper Ministry

In a church I once attended, there was a
man of tremendous faith. His wife was an
alcoholic, his daughter had psychological
problems. He was often in poor health. 

Yet, week after week, he never com-
plained. He always smiled and asked me
how I was doing. He faithfully brought to
church a young blind man who had no
transportation. He always sat with the blind
man, helping him sing the hymns by saying
the words into his ear.

That man was a Christian leader if ever
there was one. 

Thanks to Ted Matamis, 
asnoteftb@comcast.net

Subject: Discipleship

General Purpose

On Aug. 1, 1941, Parade magazine, in a
three-page spread, dubbed it “the Army’s
most intriguing gadget...a tiny truck that
can do practically anything.” Some time
later, Gen. Eisenhower said that World War
II could not have been won without it.

Willys-Overland Co. launched the Jeep in
1940, and soon it was a staple of the U.S.
Army. The name “Jeep” was derived from
an Army request that it be a “general pur-
pose,” or “GP” vehicle. “GP” eventually
evolved into “Jeep.” The Jeeps were invalu-
able because they would doggedly go wher-
ever the war was being fought. They could
always hang with the troops. Today, of
course, their civilian descendants are still
being useful.

Following, wherever our Lord leads, is
“SOP” (Standard Operating Procedure) for
Christians. Jesus tracked the divine
redemption plan, and endured earthly bat-
tles. He said: “Whoever serves me must fol-
low me; and where I am, my servant also
will be” (John 12:26).

The Head of the Lord’s Army wants you
simply to follow. The road may lead through
the muck and mire of suffering and pain.
Steep mountains of rejection and isolation
may be on your route. But your mission,
should you choose to accept it, is just to fol-
low.

Remember: To be a “four-wheeled”
Christian, you must first be “God-willed.”

J. Kenneth Bassett, Timeless Signatures,
©2003.

Subject: Check Out the Teaching 

Spinach Over-Estimated

The cartoon character Popeye is famous
for eating spinach. Whenever he breaks
open a can of spinach and eats it he gains
enormous strength. Popeye was employed
by the US Government during World War 2
to promote the idea of eating spinach.
Meat was a rarity during war, but spinach
appeared to be a great substitute. In the
1890s, German scientists had reported
that spinach contains the same amount of
iron as meat. And iron, of course, is one of
the essential minerals in building
strength.

But the facts were wrong. The German
researchers did prove that spinach contains
iron, but when they wrote down their
results they put the decimal point in the
wrong place. They over-estimated the
amount of iron in spinach by a factor of 10!
Unfortunately, the correction didn’t get
across the ocean until after WW2.

This episode shows how easily false ideas
can quickly become accepted truth. It’s not
uncommon in the area of Christian belief
for Christians to quickly give unquestion-
able status to beliefs that may in fact have
questionable origins. We should never be
afraid to go back and ask why it is that we
hold a particular belief or a particular
interpretation of the Bible. Our investiga-
tion may prove we got it right, or it may
show we didn’t. Either way our understand-
ing and application of God’s Word will only
be improved.

Adapted
Jim Davis, Verse A Week Club

Subject: Wrestling Evil

Morality Play in the Ring

The Associated Press has reported on a
wrestling priest in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico.
Sergio Gutierrez, with clerical collar, who
was in the ring for 25 years. It’s true the

bouts were staged but there were still occa-
sional outbreak of real violence; Gutierrez
has broken his nose, ribs, ankle, and arm.

Gutierrez was known in the ring as “Fray
Tormenta—Friar Storm.” Proceeds helped
fund a 200-bed home for underprivileged
boys which Gutierrez opened over 35 years
ago.

Popular in low-income neighborhoods in
Mexico, lucha libre sometimes draws
crowds upwards of 10,000. Fans see the
matches as a kind of morality play: good
versus evil. One of the priests’ major oppo-
nents, Damian, was a taunting, mocking
wrestler with 666 on his forehead and
flames around his eyes.

The real match, the one Paul calls “our
battle”, is real and vicious warfare. Yet, the
devil wants the soldiers of the cross to view
it with the same earthly eyes as spectators
at a Friar Storm match. If Satan can
deceive large numbers of believers into
viewing our battle as nothing more than
religious extremism—well, the body of
Christ would be little different than Adam
and Eve in the beginning: “naked” and
“afraid” (Gen. 3:10).

John Gillmartin, The SHEEP’S CRIB—
Illustrations

Subject: God’s Love

The Overlooked Baby

On some occasion, I had settled down for
a four-hour flight on a large DC-10, hoping
to catch up on some reading. As the plane
began to taxi down the runway, one of the
flight attendants suddenly noticed a lady
with two babies, one without adequate seat
belt security. Quickly she took the smallest
baby from the mother and looked around
for one of the passengers to hold it during
take-off. Catching my eye, the stewardess
thanked me as she handed it to me. The
baby was asleep, but did it ever make noise! 

I began to read through the baby noises
and 20 minutes went by, 30 minutes went
by, and then 40. I finally got up and went
looking for the mother. Finding her five
rows up, I asked, “Is this baby yours?” She
looked up surprised and said, “Oh, I forgot
all about him!” 

llustrationsI

Continued 
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llustrations
I have thought about this incident many

times. Yes, we may be small in the world’s
eyes and our own mothers may forget us,
but God’s arms are always stretched out to
hold us, and He will never drop or leave or
ever forget us!

Doug Nichols, founder & international
director emeritus of Action International

Ministries

Subject: What’s Inside Is What
Counts

What’s Inside You?

The preacher placed two identical jars on
the table next to the pulpit. He then quoted
1 Samuel 16:7: “But the Lord said unto
Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or
on the height of his stature; because I have
refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the
heart.” 

“These jars came from the same factory,
were made of the same materials, and can
hold the same amount. But they are differ-
ent,” he explained. Then he upset one and
it oozed out honey. He turned over the
other, and vinegar spilled out. 

“When a jar is upset, whatever is in it
comes out. Until the jars were upset, they
looked alike. The difference was within,
and could not be seen. When they were
upset, their contents were revealed. 

Until we are upset we put on a good
front. But when we are upset, we reveal our
innermost thoughts and attitudes.  What if
someone tipped you over today? What
would flow out? Would you reveal the
“honey” of grace and patience, or the “vine-
gar” of anger and sarcasm? 

Have a terrific day knowing that the one
who upsets you may be just looking for
some honey. Don’t give them vinegar! 

“Above all, love each other deeply,
because love covers over a multitude of
sins.” (1 Pet. 4:8) 

Author unknown
Via Verse a Week Club
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NNAATTIIOONNAALL  BBIIBBLLEE
CCOOLLLLEEGGEE

The Local Church Bible College
since 1993

C. Norman Sellers, Th. D., President
STUDENTS: Earn a 
- Bachelor’s in Biblical Studies
- Bible Diploma
- Bible Certificate

Take Courses on audio tape,
video tape, CD, or DVD!

AFFORDABLE TUITION

4701 N.W. 11th Ave.
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

(954) 776-0203
www.nbcbible.org

HOMESCHOOLERS: Use
Bible Courses for electives or
Greek for language credits!

PASTORS: Have a branch
of National Bible College in
your Church!

- We furnish Materials
- You Teach
- You Get Paid!

Over 1000 Students in 
our first 10 years!

10106 E Truman Rd • Independence, MO 64052

Transfer Credits
Set Your Own Pace!

Set Your Own Payment!
No Campus Requirements!

Books, Study Guides!
Non-Denominational!

Every course is KJV Bible-based!
Christian Counseling Therapist

Certification, Associate thru Doctoral
Degrees, Accreditation, All Home Study,

Tution Financing Assured!

For Free Catalog CALL (800) 543-3720
Email: INFO@CBCS-DEGREE.COM

Christian Bible 
College & Seminary

Golden State School of Theology
Offering Undergraduate through Doctoral

programs for over 25 years. Payment
plans available. Affordable degree

programs in Biblical Studies,
Ministry, Counseling Christian

Education, Theology, and Religious
Studies. Contact us at:

www.goldenstate.edu

ollege DirectoryC

Subscribe for only $25 and get
free access to our website!
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Continue Your Ministry
While You Complete

Your Degree

BACHELOR, MASTER,
AND DOCTORATE DEGREE

PROGRAMS.

Louisiana Baptist University and 
Theological Seminary

6301 Westport Avenue
Shreveport, LA 71129

(318) 686-2360 www.lbu.edu“FOUNDED IN
1973”

· No set residency requirements

· Open enrollment – Start anytime

· Easy transfer of credits

· $90.00 per semester hour – 
interest free payments

· Conservative in Doctrine – 
Progressive in methodology

· Study on-line, on-campus, or 
through distance education

· Outstanding alumni

· Approved school of the Baptist 
Bible Fellowship International

ollege Directory
Slidell Baptist Seminary
www.slidellbaptistseminary.org

• Educating men and women for the Savior

• Over 7,000 students since 1994 with a present
enrollment of 2,100

• Fundamental, Bible believing teachers

• Affordable Tuition

• Correspondence Seminary (all lectures are on
quality cassettes or CDs)

• The only text book is your Bible

• National Graduation held every year in June at
Ridge Memorial Baptist Church, Slidell,
Louisiana

• A charge is preached to the graduating 
students by President & Founder, Dr. Paul O.
Dabdoub

• In-depth Biblical Teaching (Sound Doctrine)

• Accredited by AAATI

For a free catalog:

Call: 1-800-571-1611
or write:

Slidell Baptist Seminary
2250 Gause Blvd. E. #51100
Slidell, LA 70461

There is a place for you on a Mission Adventure!
www.amginternational.org
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Judge Dismisses Lawsuit
against God

Religion News Service reports that a
judge has dismissed a Nebraska legislator’s
lawsuit against God, saying the Almighty
could not be served notice of the litigation.

“Given that this court finds that there
can never be service effectuated on the
named defendant, this action will be dis-
missed with prejudice,” wrote Douglas
County District Court Judge Marlon Polk of
Omaha, Neb., on October 14. 

State Sen. Ernie Chambers had filed suit
in 2007 to seek a permanent injunction
against God, the Associated Press reported.
He accused God of causing “widespread
death, destruction and terrorization of mil-
lions upon millions of the Earth’s inhabi-
tants.” The law school graduate who never
took the bar exam questioned the judge’s
ruling, the AP reported. “Since God knows
everything, God has notice of this lawsuit,”
Chambers said. Chambers has 30 days to
determine if he will appeal.

Religion Today Summaries

Congress Moves to
Inform Mothers, Protect
Unborn 

A bill to protect the lives of unborn chil-
dren diagnosed with disabilities has passed
both chambers of Congress and is awaiting
President Bush’s signature.

The Prenatally and Postnatally
Diagnosed Conditions Awareness Act, spon-
sored by Sen. Sam Brownback (R.-Kansas)
and Sen. Ted Kennedy,(D.-Massachusetts)
would provide support and balanced infor-
mation to parents who receive a diagnosis
of Down syndrome or any other condition
prenatally or until a year after birth.

The Senate passed the bill Sept. 23, and
the House passed it two days later in what
Brownback said was “a great victory for
expecting parents who learn that their
unborn child may be born with a disability.”

The bill requires parents who receive a
diagnosis of an impairment for their child
be provided with the latest information on
the condition and be informed of support
services available. It also would establish a
registry of families willing to adopt special
needs children.

Studies indicate that in the United
States, between 80 and 90 percent of chil-
dren diagnosed in the womb with Down
syndrome are aborted. A similar abortion
percentage exists for unborn babies diag-
nosed with spina bifida, cystic fibrosis, and
dwarfism, according to a release from
Brownback’s office.

Baptist Press

Somali Church Leader
Assaulted in Ethiopia

ASSIST News Service reports that
Islamic extremists beat a 35-year-old
Somali church leader (name withheld for
security) on September 20 in the neighbor-
hood Saris in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The Washington-DC based human rights
group, International Christian Concern
(ICC) www.persecution.org, says the leader,
who lives in another neighborhood in Addis
Ababa, went to Saris to pick up documents
about the persecution of the Somali
churches. The documents author, David
Abdulwahab Mohamed Ali, was martyred in
Somalia in April 2008 by Islamic militants. 

According to the victim, he was
ambushed by five Muslim men who kicked
and punched him repeatedly until he faint-
ed and fell on the ground. Even after he
fainted, the men continued their assault for
at least another fifteen minutes, according
to the police report. The leader was taken
to a clinic and is recovering. The docu-
ments are also now safe.

Religion Today Summaries

India Violence Spreads
despite Christian
Protests 

The Christian Post reports that in spite
of multiple rallies and peace demonstra-
tions, Christians in India remain at risk as
violence continues to spread throughout
Orissa and several other states. 

This week, a major “dharna”—an Indian
method of seeking justice at the door of the
debtor while fasting—has gathered partici-
pants from church leaders, ministries and
Christian institutions. “I believe the Lord is
going to use this event,” said Gospel for
Asia president Dr. K.P. Yohannan, “and I

have instructed our leaders all over India to
seek out other Christian leaders and meet
with them and stand with them in this time
of persecution.” He added, “But sadly…
even as the dharna is going on, the situa-
tion in Orissa continues to get worse. But
little is being reported to the outside world
now because the media is being kept out,
even as entire villages are being destroyed.”

Religion Today Summaries

Five Chaplains Lose
Jobs for Praying ‘In
Jesus’ Name’

Virginia Governor Tim Kaine is defending
how his administration forced the sudden
resignation of five Virginia State Police
Chaplains because they prayed publicly “in
Jesus’ name.” Police Superintendent Col.
W. Steven Flaherty single-handedly created,
then enforced, a strict “non-sectarian”
prayer policy at all public gatherings, cen-
soring and excluding Christian prayers,
then accepted the resignation of five chap-
lains who refused to deny Jesus or violate
their conscience by watering down their
prayers. 

House Republican Leader Morgan
Griffith and Delegate Charles W. Carrico,
(R-Grayson) both issued public statements
defending the chaplains, questioning
Governor Kaine’s role in the affair, and vow-
ing to introduce legislation protecting
police chaplains’ right to pray according to
their own conscience. 

Defending Flaherty’s persecution of
Christian Chaplains, Governor Kaine indi-
cated he himself was being persecuted, say-
ing through his spokesman: “It is disap-
pointing that Del. Griffith would make such
a political attack on Gov. Kaine about his
faith.” 

Former Navy Chaplain Gordon James
Klingenschmitt, who was also fired in 2007
for praying “in Jesus’ name”, in uniform
(but won the victory in the U.S. Congress
for other military chaplains), weighed in:
“Governor Kaine campaigned like a
Christian to get our votes. But now, instead
of governing like a Christian, or respecting
his own chaplains’ First Amendment
rights”, he’s pursuing a secular agenda.

ewsN

Continued 



Citizens are urged to call Governor
Kaine’s office at (804)786-2211, to ask that
the chaplains be reinstated and the policy
reversed, and also email him through his
web-site: www.governor.virginia.gov/About
TheGovernor/contactGovernor.cfm.

LifeSite News

Malta, Fiji Forcefully
Reject Abortion, Anti-
Family Pressure at UN

At the United Nations this week the
nations of Malta and Fiji issued forceful
interventions in defense of the unborn and
the traditional family, respectively, as the
Third Committee of the General Assembly
(GA) began to address agenda items for the
current session.  

The permanent representative of Malta,
Ambassador Saviour F. Borg, stated that
abortion remains illegal in his country, and
“Malta firmly continues to maintain that
any position taken or recommendations
made regarding women empowerment and
gender equality should not in any way cre-
ate an obligation on any party to consider
abortion as a legitimate form of reproduc-
tive health rights.”

Ambassador Berenado Vunibobo of Fuji
likewise put forward a strong defense of the
family.  Pointing to pro-family language that
exists in both the Convention on the Rights
of the Child and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, he asserted the “primacy
of the family structure” as the fundamental
social unit and “the right of mothers and
fathers to raise their children in accor-
dance with their values and mores.”The
Fijian Ambassador criticized those “who
would look at children’s ‘rights’ in isolation
from the familial context, or seek to weak-
en the role of mothers and fathers in the
care and upbringing of children.”  

Malta made its statement in connection
with the topic “Advancement of Women,”
whereas Fiji’s remarks were made with
respect to the “Rights of the Child.” Both
are areas that the GA’s Third Committee,
which deals with social issues, will take up
in the current session, expected to run
through the end of November.

LifeSiteNews

ews
PPrraayy::  VViioolleennccee  CCoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  FFoorrccee

CChhrriissttiiaann  EExxoodduuss  ffrroomm  MMoossuull,,  IIrraaqq—
Mission News Network reports that the
exodus from the city of Mosul continues
after a church was bombed Oct. 14, yet
another incident in a string of violent
attacks against the city’s Christians. To
date, nearly 1,500 Christian families have
fled the city in spite of police reinforce-
ments to contain the violence. According
to Iraqi officials, families remain fright-
ened by a series of killings and numerous
threats by Islamic extremists in recent
weeks. Some reports trace the violence as
a response to recent Christian demonstra-
tions for adequate representation on
provincial councils.

Christians are sending desperate text
messages to SAT-7, a satellite television
service for the Christians of the Middle
East and North Africa The station then
disseminates the messages on screen.
Many of the messages ask for prayer for
the terrorists, “that they would have a
‘Pauline experience’—that instead of
being persecutors, they would become
lovers of Jesus through what’s happened.”

Religion Today Summaries

PPrraayy::  KKaazzaakkhhssttaann  TTaakkeess  NNeexxtt  SStteepp  iinn
PPaassssiinngg  RReessttrriiccttiivvee  RReelliiggiioonn  LLaaww—
Kazakhstan’s lower house of parliament
passed a draconian law regulating the
practice of religion on Sept. 24. 

An analysis of the law showed it would
be a severe setback for religious freedom
in the country by making it more difficult
for religious believers and organizations to
register, function legally, and worship.
Among other things, the law would
require the state to review the religious
beliefs of communities, ban all unregis-
tered activity and make it impossible for
groups that work in multiple locations to
register.

Even more alarming, children would
need written permission to participate in
any religious youth activity, and believers
would only be able to share their beliefs
in public places with the consent of all
citizens present.  

This comes as Kazakhstan is due to
assume the chairmanship of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) in 2010, a group that

monitors how well its members uphold
human rights.

Institute on Religion and Public Policy.

PPrraaiissee::  ‘‘FFiirreepprrooooff’’  OOppeennss  FFoouurrtthh  aatt
BBooxx  OOffffiiccee—The latest release from
Sherwood Baptist Church’s (Albany, Ga.)
media arm, Fireproof,  took the no. 4 spot
at the box office this weekend, despite
opening in just 800 theaters nationwide.
The Christian Post reports that the latest
film from the makers of Facing the Giants
had the second highest grossing opening
weekend for a film released in fewer than
1,000 theaters this year, garnering $6.5
million. 

Those figures belie the mere $500,000
budget that produced the film, which
stars Growing Pains lead Kirk Cameron. 

The film had been screened to
Christian pastors and leaders throughout
the summer, hoping to build support for
the all-important opening weekend. The
pro-marriage film tells the story of fire-
fighter Caleb Holt, a firefighter who
decides to give his failing marriage one
more chance. 

Religion Today Summaries 
and LifeSite News

PPrraayy::  EEggyypptt::  CCoouurrtt  GGiivveess  CChhrriissttiiaann
BBooyyss  ttoo  MMuusslliimm  FFaatthheerr—Following the
Appeal Court of Alexandria on Sept. 24
granting custody of 13-year-old Christian
twins to their Muslim father, their mother
now lives with the fear that police will
take away her children at any moment,
Compass Direct News reports. 

The court ruled in favor of the boys’
father in spite of Egyptian law’s Article 20,
which grants custody of children to their
mothers until the age of 15, and a fatwa
(religious ruling) from Egypt’s most
respected Islamic scholar, Grand Mufti Ali
Gomaa, giving her custody. 

“This decision was dangerous because it
was not taken in accordance with
Egyptian law but according to sharia
[Islamic] law,” said Naguib Gobraiel,
Gaballah’s lawyer and president of the
Egyptian Union of Human Rights
Organizations. 

Religion Today Summaries

raise and PrayerP
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His early education included normal
school at Valparaiso, Ind., where he earned
a teacher’s certificate. Then he attended
Hanover College and later Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

Riley was a personal worker during D. L.
Moody’s Louisville campaign. His first pas-
torate was the First Baptist Church of
Lafayette, Ind. There he met and married
Lillian Howard; their marriage was blessed
with  six children.

Following other posts he became pastor
of the First Baptist Church of Minneapolis,
where he remained until retirement in
1942. Influential in the city, he advocated
various civic reforms and built up his
church from 585 to about 3,500 members.

Riley is credited with inventing the term
“fundamentalist.” In 1919 he brought
together 6,000 conservative Christians for
the first conference of the World Christian
Fundamentalist Association, which he
founded. Riley warned that mainline
Protestant denominations “were coming
increasingly under the sway of modernism”
and led the effort to purge the Northern
Baptist Convention of liberals. 

He became a leader in the fight against
the teaching of evolution, which he called
the “propaganda of infidelity, palmed off in
the name of science.” With Billy Sunday,
Frank Norris, and William Jennings Bryan,
he helped to secure passage of Tennessee’s
anti-evolution law, which led to the famous
Scopes Trial of 1925.

Riley founded the Northwestern Bible
Training School, later adding a seminary
and college (Billy Graham briefly served as
president of Northwestern Schools after
Riley’s death). Central Baptist Seminary
and Northwestern College are descended
from these institutions.

Riley helped prepare The Fundamentals.
Nearly 3 million copies of these remarkable
volumes went out to laymen,
ministers, and others around the
world. Conferences in major
cities followed, and the move-
ment spread overseas. Riley also
debated liberals on many occa-
sions. In addition, he held city-
wide evangelistic crusades from
Worcester, Mass., to Seattle,
Wash., where hundreds came to
know the Lord.

He wrote some 90 books and
pamphlets, including the monu-
mental 40-volume The Bible of
the Expositor and Evangelist.
Other titles include The
Perennial Revival, The Preacher
and His Preaching, and
Rethinking the Church. Nearly a
million copies of his books were
circulated.

Riley helped to popularize the
Daily Vacation Bible School
movement, in which he was an
early pioneer. After his first wife
died, he married Marie Acomb, dean of
women at the Bible school.

Horses, dogs, and fishing were Riley’s
avid hobbies, and for many years, he hunt-
ed annually. While he was visiting in
Maysville, Ky., a youngster asked, “When
you were a boy, did you ever go coon hunt-
ing?” “Did I! Many, many times, and how I
would like to go again!” Soon he was in a
group of ten tramping over the hills until 2
a.m.

Riley spent several months of every year
away from his pulpit for other meetings. At
home he taught classes in the morning,
devoted the afternoon to pastoral duties,
attended church meetings and social gath-
erings in the evening, and from 10 p.m. to 2
a.m. did his prolific writing.

One of his deacons declared, “His
success as a pastor is due to his remarkable
ability in handling people and in helping in
their problems. He can reprove you for a

fault and make you like it. He has the most
gracious spirit...I have ever met.”

One of his students who had fallen into
sin told the Bible school, “If any of you stu-
dents ever get in trouble, you may be sure
that Dr. Riley will be the first one who is
eager to help you.”

William Bell Riley is remembered as one
of the most stalwart defenders of the faith
in his century.

Bernard R. DeRemer, in more than a decade of writing for Pulpit Helps, has chronicled
the lives of dozens of God’s choice leaders across recent centuries.

hurch Builders By Bernard R. DeRemerC
W. B. Riley: Grand Fundamentalist

W. B. Riley

WILLIAM BELL RILEY (1861-1947), WHO WAS TO BECOME

A LEADER IN THE CHURCH STRUGGLE AGAINST THE

INROADS OF LIBERAL DEBASEMENT OF THE BIBLE, WAS BORN IN INDIANA BUT

GREW UP IN A KENTUCKY LOG CABIN, WHERE HE DID HIS SHARE OF CHORES.
AT THE AGE OF 9, HE OFTEN “PLOWED AND WORKED THE FIELDS FROM 5 A.M.
TO 9 P.M.” SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, AS A RESULT, WAS IRREGULAR.
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A.W. Tozer, revered teacher of not so
long ago, set the bar very high for

membership in the family of God: “Nothing
can take the place of the touch of God in
the soul and the sense of someone there….
Where true faith is, the knowledge of God
will be given as a fact of consciousness
altogether apart from the conclusions of
logic…. Whatever else it embraces, true
Christian experience must always include a
genuine encounter with God. Without this,
religion is but a shadow, a reflection of
reality, a cheap copy of an original once
enjoyed by someone else of who we have
heard.” (The Divine Conquest, Christian
Publications, pp. 25-26)

Implicit in Tozer’s thought is a tremen-
dous and vital challenge: Is he correct, or
will some lesser standard suffice? How can
a person know if he or she is genuinely a
child of God? Surely there can be no more
urgent question for us all!

Can we rely upon standards of men or
traditions of the church? [And if the latter,
which church; which traditions? Where did
they come from, and what is their origin?]

I have just been reading an excerpt from
the testimony of David Baron (1855-1926),
son of a Russian Jewish couple, who sought
to find peace with God through the teach-
ings and traditions of his forefathers. But he
realized at length that the harder he tried to
abide by those teachings the less peace he
found. Only through the blood of the Lamb
of God, and only through the new birth
promised by our Lord Jesus Christ did he
finally know that he was truly a son of God.
And his belief system was radically changed.

One of the great characteristics mani-
fested by the new nature has to do with our
relationship with the Holy Spirit. Formerly
it worked on us from without. Now it works
from within. And it leads us to “mortify the
deeds of the body through the Spirit”
(Rom. 8:13). We are to walk in the Spirit
(Rom. 8:1,4); we are to be led by the Spirit
(Rom. 8:14); continue in the Spirit (Gal.
3:3), be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18),
and live in the Spirit (1 Pet. 4:6).

Surely this is a tall order—an impossible
order, because it is a hated order—for the
old man in us (Rom. 8:7). But wonder of

wonders, it is both possible and greatly
desired by our new nature. Walking, being
led by, being filled with, and living in the
Spirit is something our new nature yearns
to do and delights in doing. 

This is a great test—possibly the great-
est test—of the genuineness of being born
again. 

Of course, not long after the new birth
comes the discovery that we have a battle
on our hands! Our enemy, our deadly oppo-
nent, is our own old nature, and it is a fight
to the death—no matter how protracted the
struggle, one must live and the other die. 

The Apostle Paul describes his own inner
battle in Romans chapter 7. Ironically, just
before he describes his losing battle with
his old self, in chapter 6, he informs us that
our old selves have been crucified with
Christ. It is easy for the new babe in Christ
to read into this that victory is already
handed to us by our Savior—but the text
nowhere says this happens immediately or
without a struggle. Crucifixion was a slow
process, and we should not be surprised to
discover that this struggle will go on for the
rest of our lives—and, indeed, that it is a
battle that only God, acting through His
Holy Spirit, can actually win. 

In fact, Paul tells us this. Romans 7:24-
25 contains both his wail of failure through
his own abilities, and Christ’s victory on his
behalf: “O wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body of this
death? I thank God through Jesus Christ
our Lord.”

To summarize, we become children of
God through being touched by Him—that
is, the Holy Spirit comes to live within us.
This touch is absolutely real, and we
should certainly be aware of it. 

This brings us to what I believe is a huge
problem in the church today. Are there not a
great many in the church who have been
manipulated into saying “yes” to Jesus? They
are then assured, over and over again, that
they are born again. But they fail to grow.
They very likely don’t have a clue as to what
is wrong—they try, they attend services more
or less faithfully—perhaps trying to supply
what is lacking from themselves. Outwardly
they may be indistinguishable from Spirit-led
Christians. But they don’t grow.

Joe McKeever, a seeker after truth with
more than four decades in the pastorate,
wrote of his experiences with the easy
evangelistic methods he was taught as a
young pastor. He came to the conclusion
that, while our sovereign God may utilize
the least of straws to achieve His will, nev-
ertheless, many of the teachings came dan-
gerously close to manipulation. (See his
article, “Why Christians Fear to Witness,”
in the October issue of Pulpit Helps.)

It may be, dear pastor, that before you
turn your evangelistic attention outside the
church walls, you should ascertain whether
you have a great need for the saving touch
of our Lord within your church! 

To be continued

Touched By God—Part 1
By the Old Scot

Do you know how many members of the Tate family belong
to your church?

There is old man Dic-Tate who wants to run everything, while Uncle Ro-Tate tries
to change everything. There’s sister Agi-Tate who stirs up plenty of trouble, with help
from her husband, Irri-Tate. Whenever new projects are suggested, Hesi-Tate and his
wife, Vege-Tate, want to wait until next year. Then there is Aunt Imi-Tate, who wants
our church to be like all the others. Devas-Tate provides the voice of doom, while
Poten-Tate wants to be a big shot. And of course there is the black sheep of the fami-
ly, Ampu-Tate, who has completely cut himself off from the church. But not all mem-
bers of the family are bad. Brother Facili-Tate is quite helpful in church matters. And
a delightful, happy member of the family is Miss Felici-Tate. Cousins Cogi-Tate and
Medi-Tate always think things over and lend helpful, steady hands.  How about it—
do you know anyone in the “Tate” family?
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Leviticus (19:18)—“Thou shalt
not avenge, nor bear any grudge
against the children of thy peo-
ple, but thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself: I am the
Lord.”

A. Synagogue
B. Proust
C. Ignorant
D. Tooth
E. Humble
F. LLethargy
G. EEthbaal
H. VVolunteer
I. IIdolater
J. TThing
K. IIshbosheth
L. CCalvary
M. UUnhealthy
N. SStephen 
O. Doffed

Hidden Wisdom Answers

Making a sin legal does not make it
harmless.

Pickled drivers cause more accidents
than traffic jams.

The Church Mouse
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By Charles Haddon Spurgeon

“He arose, and did eat and drink,
and went in the strength of that
meat forty days and forty nights.”
1 Kings 19:8

All the strength supplied to us by our
gracious God is meant for service,

not for wantonness or boasting. 
When the prophet Elijah found the

cake baked on the coals and the cruse of
water placed at his head as he lay under
the juniper tree, he was no gentleman to
be gratified with dainty fare that he
might stretch himself at his ease; far
otherwise, he was commissioned to go
forty days and forty nights in the
strength of it, journeying towards Horeb,
the mount of God. 

When the Master invited the disciples
to “Come and dine“ with Him, after the
feast was concluded He said to Peter,
“Feed my sheep”; further adding,
“Follow me.” 

Even thus it is with us; we eat the
bread of heaven, that we may expend
our strength in the Master’s service. We
come to the passover, and eat of the
paschal lamb with loins girt, and staff in

hand, so as to start off at once when we
have satisfied our hunger. 

Some Christians are for living on
Christ, but are not so anxious to live for
Christ. Earth should be a preparation for
heaven; and heaven is the place where
saints feast most and work most. They
sit down at the table of our Lord, and
they serve Him day and night in His tem-
ple. They eat of heavenly food and ren-
der perfect service. 

Believer, in the strength you daily gain
from Christ, labor for Him. Some of us
have yet to learn much concerning the
design of our Lord in giving us His grace.
We are not to retain the precious grains
of truth as the Egyptian mummy held
the wheat for ages, without giving it an
opportunity to grow: we must sow it and
water it. Why does the Lord send down
the rain upon the thirsty earth, and give
the genial sunshine? Is it not that these
may all help the fruits of the earth to
yield food for man? Even so the Lord
feeds and refreshes our souls that we
may afterwards use our renewed
strength in the promotion of His glory.

From Morning and Evening

Strength for Glory
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lassifiedsC

1. Beside Pi-=hahiroth (Ex. 14:9).
2. At Kadesh (Num. 20:1).
3. At Kibroth-hattaavah (Num. 11:31-34).
4. At Rephidim (Ex. 17:8-13).
5. At Mount Hor (Num. 20:27-28).
6. In the wilderness of Sin (Ex. 16:14-15; viz. Ex 16:1).
7. At Succoth (Num. 33:5).
8. At Elim (Ex. 15:27).
9. At Taberah (Num. 11:1-3).
10. On Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:12-13).

Father Abraham’s Answer Box
Our pastor, an avid golfer, was once

taking part in a local tournament. As
he was preparing to tee off, the organ-
izer of the tournament approached
him and pointed to the dark, threat-
ening storm clouds which were gath-
ering. “Preacher,” the organizer said,
“I trust you’ll see to it that the weath-
er won’t turn bad on us.” Our pastor
shook his head. “Sorry,” he replied.
“I’m sales, not management!”
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That article opened with the following
lines: “Expositional preaching has fallen on
hard times. In an entertainment-hungry
world, and with an increasingly entertain-
ment-hungry church, it would appear that
there is just too much serious stuff in expo-
sition for it to appeal to anyone today. We
think it doesn’t have the pinpoint ‘zing’
that we can create by
delivering message candy
of hot topics and controver-
sial issues, so pastors are
rejecting exposition in
growing numbers, it
seems.”

So, what’s changed?
Maybe, just maybe, some-
thing significant is about to
shift. I’ve just returned from Willow Creek’s
REVEAL Conference. Over the last two or
three years, key leaders from that church
(notably Greg Hawkins) and others, dissat-
isfied with mere attendance numbers as a
measure of Church health, have been
exploring ways to evaluate and improve the
way they disciple people. When you ask the
right questions, good things happen. I
think they asked an amazingly important
question. Not just, “How do we reach
them?” but also, “How do we disciple those
we reach?” The resulting REVEAL surveys
that hundreds of churches took led Willow
to a series of conferences and books. They
are well worth your time to attend and
read.  

REVEAL categorizes spiritual growth
into four areas: 1) Exploring Christ, 2)
Growing in Christ, 3) Close to Christ, and
4) Christ-Centered. Based on congregation-
al surveys, REVEAL helps churches diag-
nose what percentage of their people fall
into each category. They have yet to give
tools to improve any particular area, but
that (to me) is really good. Because
REVEAL is saying, “Instead of a conference
where we tell everyone what we are doing,
how about if we feature churches who are

really making disciples well?” Great idea.  
The conference I just attended brought

churches that ranked high in these cate-
gories—churches of all sizes, by the way—
and put them on the platform at the con-
ference, along with common principles
that these churches deemed successful. I
won’t go into all those common character-

istics, but each of them are
biblically relevant and
would be well worth your
investigation.

Here’s the rub: one of
the four characteristics of
churches that they deemed
to have successfully disci-
pled their people was
“eemmbbeedd  tthhee  BBiibbllee  iinn

eevveerryytthhiinngg.” On the stage at Willow Creek
with thousands of church leaders in atten-
dance, here’s what I heard that this
means—we, among other things, mmuusstt  nnoott
sshhyy  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  eexxppoossiittoorryy  pprreeaacchhiinngg. Yes,
I heard that from the Willow Creek stage.
The leaders of the REVEAL movement rec-
ognize there is a non-optional element of
spiritual growth—a healthy dose of God’s
Word in preaching and teaching. One of the
featured church leaders has a banner over
his sanctuary that reads, “The Word of God
is the Answer.” You’ve got to love that kind
of guy.  

Another key leader, the session leader
and pastor of one of the fastest growing
churches in America, said that the
REVEAL survey led him to increase his
biblical depth and content in messages
more than 30% in order to better feed the
people toward spiritual growth. Still anoth-
er, a strong leader in a non-denomination-
al mega-church, said that his only two

responsibilities are to “feed and lead,” and
that he spends half his day everyday in
preparation for preaching. Now, I know this
guy, and I’ve heard him preach—he does
indeed focus on the Word.  

What is so significant to me about the
REVEAL Conference is that the church

most noted for leading the “seeker move-
ment” is now declaring to anyone that will
listen that what people really need is the
Word of God! Even more significantly, they
are changing their focus to reflect that and
calling to every church within their realm
of influence to do the same.  

The tide may be changing—and not a
moment too soon. Christianity nneeeeddss some-
thing that is radically missing today—life
transformation. Only the Word can do that.
One of my closing paragraphs two years ago
read:  “His Word does what only the Word
can do. The Word builds faith; it increases
one’s knowledge of God; it builds endurance
in times of temptation; it gives direction
and guidance for everyday living.  It con-
victs of sin and corrects into the right way
of living.  IInn  aa  wwoorrdd,,  iitt  ttrraannssffoorrmmss.”

It is time to “preach the Word” like never
before. May we do this with renewed pas-
sion and in increasing number. It is
inevitable that the cry would be heard
once again for the Word.  “The grass with-
ers, the flower fades, but the Word of God
abides forever.”   

OVER TWO YEARS AGO, I BEGAN THIS COLUMN WITH THE

HEADLINE, “HARD TIMES FOR EXPOSITORY PREACHERS.” 

John Meador is senior pastor of First Baptist Church of Euless, Texas.

ransformational Preaching By John MeadorT
Good Times for Expository Preaching

There is a non-
optional element of
spiritual growth—
a healthy dose of

God’s Word.
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